THE CLASSICAL PROTOTYPE: ATHENS VERSUS SPARTA
aristocracy  The form of government in which chief power lies in the hands of those who are most distinguished by birth or fortune.

autarky  A policy of economic self-sufficiency in a political unit/state.  An absolute sovereignty.

balance of power  A traditional concept of international relations which asserts that peace among nations rests upon a delicate international equilibrium, and that whenever one state (or group of states) becomes too strong and powerful (which could potentially upset the balance), other states are duty bound to diminish the power and the influence of that state by any means possible, including war.

bipolar  International system said to be organized in terms of power and ideology around two huge blocs, which is dominated by the interests and perceptions of the leaders (i.e. superpowers) of each of the blocs.

buffer state  Buffer states are seen as insurance against direct, and more importantly, surprise hostilities between great powers.  They are usually small or weak states that act as "cushions" against a possible aggressor.  Megara was seen by Cleon as a "buffer state" against Spartan invasion of Attica.

civil war  Civil war is protracted internal violence aimed at securing control of the political apparatus of a state.  Civil war can also result from an effort to create a separate state, i.e. the American Civil War.

cleruch  In Athens, a citizen who received an allotment of land in a foreign country, but who retained his rights at home.  Exempt from system of justice in the foreign land.

contravellation  Defensive works erected around a fortification or walled city, to isolate the besieged installation and to protect the besiegers against sallies by the besieged.

Delian League  Athens was leader of the Delian League, a defensive alliance formed during the war with Persia.  In time, Athens transformed this alliance of equals into a vehicle for her own aggrandizement, in particular using the League's funds for her own interests.

diekplus  An ancient Greek naval maneuver in which a vessel, when about to ram an enemy galley, would suddenly back the oars on one side, causing its bow to sweep across and break the enemy's oars and his steering paddle.

epibatae  Greek soldiers who fought aboard ship, like modern Marines.

epitagma  A Greek cavalry formation of 4,096 men, usually deployed in battle with one-half on each flank of battle.

ephors  The ephors evolved as a means to serve as a check on the ambitions of the Spartan kings.  By the fifth century BC, their power had grown and they were most likely the supreme political body in Sparta.  Chief among their responsibilities was the conduct of foreign affairs.  They received envoys, negotiated treaties, and ordered expeditions once war was declared.  The decision for peace or war was in their hands.  Five ephors were elected annually.  Since turnover of ephors could be high and decisions were made by majority vote, Spartan foreign policy could change greatly with the shift of a single vote.

helots  Slaves whose labor provided the economic livelihood of the entire citizen class of Sparta, and who possessed neither citizenship nor rights.  The most important group of helots were enslaved en masse by Sparta in the wars against Messenia in the seventh and eighth century BC.  These helots of Messenian origin never forgot their national character and gave the Spartans a good deal of trouble through the centuries.  The Spartan government feared the helots and took many precautions to guard against the possibility of revolt.  These measures included secret police and annual declarations of war on the helots, when deemed necessary, to ensure submission.  Sparta's conservatism in foreign affairs was based on fear that the helots would take advantage of a long absence of the Spartan army and rebel.  The ratio of helots to free Spartans was about ten to one.

hoplite  The hoplites were the heavily armed infantry.  They fought in phalanx formation, carried a 10-foot long pike and a short sword.  A hoplite wore a helmet, breastplate and carried a round shield.  Since they were responsible for providing their own arms and armor, they were drawn solely from the wealthier sections of the population.

hubris  Exaggerated pride or self-confidence often resulting in retribution.

imperialism  An imperial policy usually means a deliberate projection of a state's power beyond the area of its original jurisdiction with the object of forming one political and administrative unit under the control of a hegemon.

Lacedaemonians  Of or pertaining to Sparta or its inhabitants.

oligarchy  In the Greek language "rule of the few." A form of government in which only the few wealthy participate.

Oracle of Delphi  An oracle was one who could provide divine communication in response to a petitioner's request.  The Oracle of Delphi, called the Pythia, was a woman over fifty who spoke to Apollo when his advice or sanction was sought by lawmakers, colonists and founders of cults.  The Pythia's counsel was most in demand to forecast the outcome of projected wars or political actions.  The Pythia's words were not directly recorded by the inquirer, instead they were interpreted and written down by the priests (read modern day "spin doctors") in what was often highly ambiguous verse.

ostracism  A method of temporary banishment practiced in Athens by which a citizen whose power or influence was considered dangerous to the state was sent into exile for ten years.  Sort of a popularity poll in reverse.

Peloponnesian League  A loose confederation of states that was a product of a Spartan policy aimed at guaranteeing the security of Sparta and its domination of the Peloponnese.  Including states north of the Isthmus of Corinth, the alliance that Sparta led into the fifth century BC was founded on Spartan military might and bound together by a mutual distrust of Argos as well as a common interest in defending oligarchy.

peltast  A foot soldier, lightly armed with a pelta (light shield) and a short spear or javelin.  More mobile and less expensive to field than hoplites.

perioikoi  The middle strata of Spartan society.  Free members of the Spartan state who, although lacking political rights, lived in their own communities according to their own regulations.  They were allowed to carry on trade (which was forbidden to the helots) and fight in the army.

phalanx  An ancient formation of infantry in which soldiers stood so closely together that their shields overlapped, with spears projecting forward, the spears of the men in the rear ranks sometimes resting on the soldiers in the front.  The phalanx generally had a depth of 8 to 24 ranks, and battle was waged on the flattest ground possible.  In battle the normal deployment was a long front of phalanx beside phalanx, with narrow intervals through which the psiloi could pass.

psiloi  Lightly armed Greek foot soldiers.  Psiloi generally came from the lower classes of society, and many were mercenaries.

Pyrrhic victory  A victory won at such an excessive cost as to make it virtually worthless.  "One more victory like that and all is lost." Term based upon victory with heavy losses by Pyrrus (King of Epirus) over the Romans at Asculum 279 B.C.

siege towers  Movable structures, usually built slightly higher than the walls of a besieged fortification, with which to raise archers and missile-throwing machines to a level from which they could fire at defenders over the top of the walls.

Spartan kings  Sparta had a system of two kings who came from the two royal families recognized to have descended from Heracles.  Sparta's two kings served for life, led her armies, and performed religious and judicial functions.

Spartiates  Top strata of Spartan society, with theoretical equality of education, political rights, and economic standing.  A prerequisite was to be a son of a Spartiate.  To attain full citizenship and political rights, a young Spartan was subjected to an intensive and exacting education which emphasized physical training, martial arts, and conformity to Spartan values.  The ultimate objective of this sort of education was to produce a citizen-soldier who was obedient to authority, dedicated to the ideals of the state, content with a frugal existence and lack of material things, and above all, an effective warrior.  Although solid numbers are very difficult to come by, Spartiates were in demographic decline from about 500 B.C., and Aristotle, writing during the fourth century B.C., said the ranks of Spartan citizen soldiers was below 1,000.  This fact helps to explain the Spartan reaction to the capture of so many Spartiates at Pylos.

sphere of influence  Refers to a territory or a region over which an outside state claims control, influence or preferential status.  The preferred state does not claim sovereignty but does claim military, political, or economic exclusiveness and in doing so not only restricts the rights of other foreign powers but also imposes limitations on the independence and autonomy of the targeted area.

status quo ante bellum  Latin, the situation prior to war.

totalitarian state  A state in which all executive, legislative, and judicial powers are centrally controlled by one person or by a collective, and where there is usually only one political party, the ruling party.  Personal and political rights of the individual are subject to limitations as determined by the authority of the government, and the interests of the state are paramount.

trireme  An ancient galley with three ranks of oars, one above another, used chiefly as a ship of war.  The trireme had a metal beak that protruded as much as ten feet at or below the waterline and served as its primary weapon.  When the beak was rammed into the side of another vessel, the results were deadly.

trophy  A structure erected (originally on the field of battle, later in a public place) - as a memorial of a victory in war, consisting of arms or other spoils of war taken from the enemy, hung upon a tree, pillar, etc, and dedicated to some divinity.
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