MAOIST STRATEGIC THEORY AND THE CHINESE CIVIL WAR
base area  The key idea in Mao's approach was the base area, a rural region in which the Communist Party had established stable political and military control.  The base area became the "home" for the Red Army and the Communist Party.  The Red Army drew its supplies, many of its recruits, and other forms of support from the base area.

counterinsurgency  A type of warfare which seeks to neutralize insurgencies by employing some of the same tactics in reverse.  In particular, counterinsurgency seeks to separate the guerrilla from the local population through both political and military means.  Counterinsurgency doctrine recognizes that political, economic, and social reforms are the foundation of an effective military strategy.

foco theory  A concept developed by the Cuban revolutionary leaders Castro and Guevara.  The basis of the idea is that it is not necessary to wait until the objective conditions are right before commencing an insurgency.  Foco theory argues that a small group of armed insurgents can act as the focal point for discontents and thereby create the conditions for opposition.  Guevara's subsequent campaign in Bolivia failed to substantiate the theory, and its successful application remains unique to the Cuban revolution.

general strike  A refusal to work by all the workers in an area or nation, intended to display unity, and sometimes used to oppose or destroy state power.

insurgency  Insurgency is an armed insurrection or rebellion against the established system of government in a state.

Long March  The mass exodus of the Chinese Communist Party leaders and their People's Army under the leadership of Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai from the areas that were controlled by the Kuomintang Party of Chiang Kai-shek.  The march commenced in November 1934 from Kiangsi, and ended in 1936, when the Communists settled in the territory of Shensi.
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