THE SECOND WORLD WAR
Anschluss  In German, "the act of incorporation of one state of another."  Commonly understood as the German annexation of Austria in March 1938.

appeasement  Prior to the rise of Hitler, the common usage of the term "appeasement" meant "to make peaceful" and had a positive connotation.  Appeasement today implies selling out your principles to satisfy the demands of an aggressor.

Blitzkrieg  In German, "lightning war."  Coordinated employment of tanks, infantry, and aircraft for a quick victory through the psychological disruption and destruction of the enemies' forces.

deterrence  To prevent aggression, a clear commitment to retaliate if another party fails to behave in a desired manner, or the threat to meet attack with equal or greater power.

fascism  Characteristics of fascism were extreme nationalism, disregard for democratic ideals and institutions, cult leadership, stiff internal discipline, and control of the economy.  Gaining a foothold in Europe with Mussolini's rise in 1922 to dictator in Italy, fascism in some form was employed in Hitler's Germany and Franco's Spain.

Fifth Column  Term originated during the Spanish Civil War meaning an organized and secret body working within an enemy state which aims to subvert, sabotage and disrupt the war effort.

Fuehrer  In German, "leader."

Fuehrerprinzip  In German, "principle of one leader."

irredentism  Term used to characterize policies which seek to alter the status quo in a particular territory on the basis of nationalistic or ethnic criteria.

isolationism  Isolationism is the term given to U.S. foreign policy between the two world wars, and implies that the United States would accept no obligation in military alliances.

Japanese internment  The mass transfer in early 1942 of Japanese-Americans from California, Oregon and Washington to camps in the mountain states.  The internment was deemed prudent because of the perception of divided loyalty among Japanese-Americans and the fear of sabotage of critical industry in the West Coast states.

Lebensraum  German geopolitical term "living space."  Hitler used it as part of his policy that it was Germany's destiny to control the East.  Territorial expansion was deemed necessary because of Germany's overpopulation and need for foodstuffs.  Ukraine was seen as a future German granary.

Locarno Treaty  An agreement entered into on 16 November 1925 in which Belgium, France, Italy, Germany and Great Britain agreed to their existing borders and pledged to abstain from the use of force against each other.  Germany also agreed to a demilitarized status for the Rhineland in perpetuity.  It should be noted that the signatories specifically omitted similar recognition for Germany's eastern frontiers.

Maginot Line  A system of frontier fortifications built by France after 1929 on the common border with Germany.  The strategic thinking behind the Maginot Line was derived from French experiences from World War I.  Proponents argued that heavy and determined resistance and concentrated firepower would check, then defeat, an enemy offensive.  The Germans thought otherwise.  The Maginot Line is an example of deterrence by denial.  By making an enemy attack too expensive in terms of manpower and material losses, the enemy would be deterred from launching an offensive in the first place.

Mannerheim Line  A system of fortifications about 65 miles long on the Karelian Isthmus peninsula of Finland designed to deter Soviet aggression.

Mulberry  Artificial port built off the Normandy beachhead in 1944 with floating caissons and a line of old vessels sunk to form a breakwater.

multipolar  An international system with at least three major states or power blocs predominate.  The situation in the 1930's was most likely "multipolar" rather than balance of power, with Germany/Italy one bloc, France/Britain another, and then the United States, the Soviet Union, and Japan as independent players who could tip the scales in the European power balance.

NKVD  Soviet internal security agency established in 1934 for the purpose of combating all anti-party activities.

Nuremberg Laws  A series of legislative acts passed in Nazi Germany in 1935 which, among other restrictions, deprived Jews of citizenship, the right to practice certain professions, and marriage between Jews and non-Jews.

panzer  In German, "armor" or armored.  Generally refers to German tanks.

plebiscite  The act of presenting an important issue to the whole people of a state for making a decision by vote.  It was the decision by the Austrian government to put unity with Germany to a vote that prompted Hitler to order the march into Austria.

Quisling  One who is sympathetic to the policies of another state and who in case of war goes against his own state by joining the aggressor and collaborating with him.  The term was coined from the name of Major Vidkun Quisling, once the head of the Fascist party of Norway, who, upon the invasion of that country by the Nazis, established a government which served the German cause.

Reichstag  The lower house of the German Parliament under the Weimar Republic (1919-1933).

Sitzkrieg  In the German language, "sitting war."  Used to characterize the land war, which was nearly dormant, during the period between the conquest of Poland and the Nazi invasion of Norway.

Tripartite Pact  Signed on 27 September 1940 by Germany, Italy and Japan.  They agreed to assist one another with all political, economic and military means, and to enter the war against the U.S., if the U.S. became involved in Europe or Asia.

Ultra  The official designation for all intelligence information gathered through the Enigma machine by deciphering German coded messages, which furnished the Allies with near real-time information on German intentions and operations.

Vichy  The government organized in France, after the defeat in 1940, which collaborated with the German occupying forces.  Named for its capital.

Weimar Republic  The democratic government of Germany after World War I which lasted until 1933.  The Weimar Constitution was considered the most democratic of its time, providing proportional representation, universal suffrage, and recall of elected officials.  Hitler rose to power within the structure of the Weimar Republic.

1
18

