THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND MARITIME THEORY
blockade  A belligerent act to isolate an enemy from access to resources or supplies.  Formal blockades are recognized under international law, which also provides guidelines for their implementation.  A blockade involves the use of military force and has standing under international law.  See "paper blockade."

"crossing the T"  A naval maneuver from the days of sailing ships in which a fleet sailing in line ahead (single file) crossed at a right angle in front of another fleet.  The fleet executing the maneuver could bring the full broadside fire of all its ships to bear on the enemy, whereas the other fleet could fire only the bow guns of his lead ships effectively.  It was a difficult maneuver to accomplish because the fleet under attack could turn away before the attacking fleet "crossed the T."  The tactic survived the demise of sail and was attempted in modern times at Tsushima (1905), Jutland (1916), and in the Sarigato Straight during the Battle for Leyte Gulf (1944).

embargo  A self-imposed government order which prohibits certain types of trade through its ports.

Fabian Strategy  A strategy where decisive battle is avoided with a more powerful or skillful enemy.  While avoiding decisive battle, the side employing this strategy harasses its enemy to cause attrition and loss of morale.  Employment of this strategy implies that the weaker side believes time is on its side, but it may also be adopted when no feasible alternative strategy can be devised.  This strategy derives its name from Quintus Fabius Maximus, who defended Rome against Hannibal in the Second Punic War (218-201 B.C.). Due to Hannibal's skill as a general, he repeatedly inflicted devastating losses on the Romans despite his numerical inferiority.  Fabius advocated a strategy of avoiding battle with Hannibal, while attacking his allies and his communications.  Fabian strategy is usually associated with conventional warfare, as differentiated from guerrilla tactics in unconventional warfare.

frigate  A three-masted square rigged ship, usually 36 to 44 guns, one or two decks.

grenadier  Originally a soldier whose primary function was to throw grenades.  Although the use of grenades declined during the 18th century, the elite units of grenadiers remained in many armies, and often became elite attack troops.

guerre de course  The interruption of an enemy's seaborne commerce by the destruction of its merchant shipping.  Such naval warfare is usually carried on by fast cruisers, capable of fighting small enemy warships, but able to avoid enemy capital ships by speed, maneuver, or stealth.  The opposite of a fleet-on-fleet engagement.

in the van  In the line; in front of.

leeward  Downwind.  The ship to leeward was at a disadvantage if desiring to engage in combat, since it was forced to close the enemy against the wind.  See windward.

letter of marque and reprisal  A commission issued to the owner of a private vessel, authorizing its captain to operate against enemy ships as a privateer.

man of war  A warship.

mêlée  A mixed or irregular fight between combatants.  In the case of naval warfare, the loss of orderly formation in battle.

monarchy  The rule by a king, queen, Caesar, Kaiser, tsar/tsarina, regent (one who is ruling in the name of a monarch who has not yet reached the necessary age), emperor, or in tribal societies, a chief.  Monarchs were, as a rule, laws upon themselves, responsible for their acts and actions only before God and history.  They ruled by the Divine Right of Kings, which helps explain why European wars prior to the French Revolution were limited in objective.  To depose a rival king would bring the whole concept of "divine right" into question.

ochlocracy  Government by the mob or lowest of the people; mob rule.

paper blockade  Blockade that is declared by a belligerent to exist, but is not effective.

partisan  A member of an irregular or guerrilla group operating within occupied territory to harass and inflict damage on the occupying forces.  These guerrilla forces operate as an auxiliary to the regular military forces.  Partisans require external support while insurgents operate as armed dissidents within a society seeking revolutionary, social and political change. (Larry Cable, "Conflicts of Myths")

pilot  A person duly qualified to steer ships into or out of harbor, or wherever the navigation requires local knowledge.

privateer  A privately owned vessel usually commissioned by a nation at war to attack and seize enemy vessels, as a means of destroying enemy commerce.

quarantine  A coercive act to isolate an adversary from access to resources or supplies.  Quarantine is different from a blockade in that it has no standing under international law.

Quai d'Orsay  The official seat of the French Foreign Office, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

revolutionary war  A war unleashed by a revolutionary group to overthrow the existing social or political order.  Revolutionaries often begin their struggle by using unconventional methods of warfare.

ship of the line  An armed vessel capable of taking a position in the first line of offense or defense.  They were two-decked vessels carrying 74 or 86 guns.  If of three decks, they sometimes carried up to 120 guns, but never less than sixty.

sine qua non  Latin, indispensable, absolutely necessary.

sloop of war  A small warship of the 17th, 18th, and early 19th centuries.  Smaller than a frigate, it could have one, two, or three masts, one deck and usually 18 to 32 guns.
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