THE GULF WARS 1990-2005
Ba'th Party  The ruling party in Iraq since a coup in 1968.  It is oriented toward Pan-Arabism (with Iraq as the leader of a united Arab world) and secularism, rather than toward Islamic radicalism.

Black Hole  The Special Planning Group in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that did CENTCOM's in-theater planning for the air campaign.  Headed by Brigadier General Buster Glosson, USAF, it built upon Checkmate's plan.

Checkmate  A warfighting-concepts office in the Air Staff, headed in 1990 by Col. John A. Warden, III, that developed the Instant Thunder strategic air campaign plan.

coercion  A social-science concept denoting the use or threat of force to change the behavior of an opposing state by manipulating its cost-benefit calculations.

decapitation  A strategy involving direct attacks against the enemy's political leadership and its means of command, control, and communications, with the object of killing, changing, or paralyzing that leadership.

denial  A social-science concept denoting the use of force to prevent the enemy from successfully using military power to obtain its political objectives.

existential deterrence  The notion that the mere possession of nuclear weapons by one state will serve to deter an attack by another state, regardless of the relative balance of nuclear capabilities.

extended deterrence  The strategy, adopted by the United States in the Cold War, to threaten the use of nuclear weapons to prevent an attack on a major ally.

"high diddle diddle up-the-middle” plan  The name given by Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney to CENTCOM's original plan of October 1990 for a ground offensive against Iraqi forces in Kuwait.

hyperwar  The use of high-technology weaponry (in the words of Colonel John A. Warden, III, USAF) to bring all of an enemy's key operational and strategic nodes under near-simultaneous attack.

inside-out warfare  If one follows Colonel Warden in conceiving of enemy centers of gravity as arrayed in concentric rings radiating outward from the enemy's national command authority, one puts highest priority on attacking leadership targets, next highest priority on targeting essential production, third priority on the transportation network, and so on out to the enemy's fielded forces, which rate the lowest priority.

Instant Thunder  The plan originally developed by Checkmate in August 1990 for using air power to launch as many strikes as possible in six days to bomb the nerve centers of Saddam Hussein's regime and paralyze its control over the Iraqi army and people.  The name was chosen to contrast this plan with the Rolling Thunder air campaign against North Vietnam in 1965-1968.

intrawar deterrence  In a conventional war, using the threat of nuclear retaliation to prevent enemy use of weapons of mass destruction.

Jedi Knights  The nickname given to the graduates of the Army's School of Advanced Military Studies (SAMS) who were assigned to CENTCOM's Special Plans Group and tasked to develop an offensive ground plan against the Iraqi army.

Military-Technical Revolution (MTR)  A term developed by the Soviets that was a precursor to the current American concept of revolution in military affairs (RMA).  MTR puts a narrower emphasis on technology than RMA, which stresses the importance of innovation in organizational forms and operational concepts to exploit new technology.

Republican Guard  Established as an elite and politically reliable armored unit by Saddam Hussein to protect himself against a coup, it first saw action in 1983 in Iraq's war against Iran.  After 1985, Saddam greatly expanded it in size.  In 1988, its offensive broke Iran's will to continue the war.  By August 1990, the Republican Guard had some 150,000 men under arms, operated outside the normal military chain of command, and was much better equipped and paid than the rest of the Iraqi army.  It spearheaded the invasion of Kuwait and then served as the strategic reserve in the Kuwait Theater of operations.

Special Plans Group  A CENTCOM planning cell made up primarily of graduates of the Army's School of Advanced Military Studies who were tasked to develop an offensive ground plan.  The group's initial product was the "high diddle diddle up-the-middle" plan of October 1990.

UN Security Council Resolution 660  The first UN resolution passed in August 1990 condemning Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and demanding unconditional Iraqi withdrawal.

UN Security Council Resolution 678  The UN resolution of 29 November 1990 authorizing member states to use all necessary means to force Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait, unless by 15 January 1991 Iraq fully complied with Resolution 660 and other, subsequent resolutions.

Western Excursion  A plan for an offensive to occupy the western desert of Iraq in order to create a surprise threat to Baghdad.  It was originally suggested by Henry Rowen, Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, and was promoted by Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney as an alternative to CENTCOM's "high diddle diddle up-the-middle" plan of October 1990.
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