Napoleonic Wars Chronology

Napoleonic Wars Chronology (cont.)


	Preliminary peace treaty is signed between America & Great Britain recognizing American independence.
	Nov 30, 1782

	French and Spanish sign preliminary peace treaty with Britain ending War of the American Revolution, leaving France in practical bankruptcy with little to show for five years of war.
	Jan 20, 1783

	After Louis XVI closes their meeting place, National Assembly takes the Tennis Court Oath not to disband until a constitution is established 
	Jun 20, 1789

	Parisian mob storms the Bastille (Bastille Day) 
	Jul 14, 1789

	Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen 
	Aug 26, 1789

	Parisian mob marches on Versailles—Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette are confined. 
	Oct 5, 1789

	Declaration of Pillnitz by Austria interpreted by France as a threat to intervene.
	Aug 27, 1791

	France declared war on Austria (Prussia joins Austria).  
	Apr 20, 1792

	National convention abolishes monarchy, forms First French Republic.
	Sep 21, 1792

	British implement worldwide convoy protection of commerce.
	1793

	First Coalition: Britain, Prussia, Austria, Spain, Piedmont, Portugal, Hanover, Italian States.  Coalition ended when an exhausted Prussia made peace with France in 1795.
	Jan 1793

	Louis XVI is guillotined 
	Jan 21, 1793

	France declares war on Great Britain
	Feb 1, 1793

	Robespierre, Committee of Public Safety begins reign of terror.
	Apr 1793-Dec 94

	Marie Antoinette is guillotined.
	Oct 16, 1793

	Levee en masse
	Aug 1793

	France adopts Republican ("de-Christianized") calendar, retroactive to 1792, the Year I.  Consisted of 12 30-day months of three 10-day weeks (nine work days and one day of rest), and five or six holidays at each year’s end.  Remained the French calendar until Jan, 1806. 
	Oct 1793

	Robespierre executed.
	Jul 1794

	The Directory rules France as Constitutional Republic (includes Belgium).
	Oct 1795

	Napoleon is instructed to protect the Directory—directs artillery fire at mob approaching the Tuileries
	Oct 5, 1795

	Napoleon is promoted to general de division
	Oct 16, 1795

	Napoleon is promoted to general in chief of the Army of the Interior
	Oct 26, 1795

	Napoleon is promoted to general in chief of the Army of Italy
	Mar 2, 1796

	Napoleon weds Rose de Beauharnais (future Empress Josephine)
	Mar 10, 1796

	Napoleon's Italian campaign against Austria.
	1796-97

	French force under Hoche fails in France’s most promising attempt to aid Irish Rebellion
	Dec 1796

	British defeat of Dutch fleet at Camperdown ends threat of Dutch aid to a future invasion of Ireland
	Oct 11, 1797

	After series of Austrian defeats, Napoleon signs Treaty of Campo Formio without authorization of the Directory
	Oct 17, 1797

	British Fleet mutinies at Spithead and the Nore
	Apr-Jun 1797

	France begins Quasi-War with America
	Apr 1798

	Napoleon's expedition to Egypt
	May 1798

	Irish Rebellion crushed at Vinegar Hill
	Jun 21, 1798

	Battle of the Nile dooms French Egyptian expedition.
	Aug 1, 1798

	Napoleon abandons Army of the Nile, lands in France
	Sep 10, 1798

	Coup d’etat of 18 Brumaire —Directory is overthrown--Napoleon is named First Consul
	Nov 9, 1799

	Second Coalition: Britain, Austria and Russia.  Ends when Russia left coalition Oct 1799--Prussia remained neutral.
	1799

	Marengo Campaign begins.
	May 1800

	Napoleon ends France’s Quasi-War with America
	Sep 30,1800

	French Concordat with the Papacy.
	1801

	League of Armed Neutrality (Russia, Sweden, Denmark, and Prussia) formed to protect neutral commerce and to break the British blockade.
	1801

	After defeat of Austrians at Marengo—Treaty of Luneville breaks up Holy Roman Empire, gives Louisiana to France.
	Feb 9, 1801

	Battle of Copenhagen:  British destroy Danish fleet.
	Apr 1801

	Treaty of Amiens—peace between France and Britain .
	Mar 27, 1802

	Napoleon names himself Consul for life.
	Aug 2, 1802

	French promulgate Code Napoleon and metric system.
	Mar 1803

	France and Great Britain at war.  British continental blockade.
	May 1803

	French sell Louisiana to the United States for $15M (U.S. finances by selling bonds to Dutch & British bankers at 6% interest).
	May 3, 1803

	Napoleon pronounces himself Emperor of the French (ratified by a plebiscite 3,572,329 for and 2569 opposed).
	May 18, 1804

	Battle of Trafalgar.
	Oct 21, 1805

	Third Coalition:  Britain, Austria, Russia, Sweden, Two Sicilies.  Napoleon's defeats of Austria at Austerlitz and Ulm force Austria to sue for peace and end coalition.  
	Apr-Dec 1805

	Great Britain not in any continental coalition.
	1806

	Fourth Coalition:  Prussia and Russia. French defeat Russia at Friedland in Jun ends coalition.
	Jul 1806-Jun 1807

	Prussia (not allied with Britain), defeated at Jena-Auerstadt.  
	Oct 1806

	Berlin Decree establishes Continental System (economic blockade of Britain).
	Nov 1806

	Tilsit Treaty: France and Russia become allies. 
	Jul 9, 1807

	British seize Danish fleet at the Battle of Copenhagen, drives Denmark into alliance with France.
	Sep 1807

	British counter Continental System with "Orders in Council" blockading all enemy countries and their colonies.
	Nov 1807

	France invades Spain.
	Mar 1808

	Napoleon forces Spanish monarchy to renounce throne.
	May 1808

	Napoleon names his brother Joseph king of Spain.  General uprising of the Spanish population.
	Jun 4, 1808

	British General Wellesley begins Peninsular Campaign
	Jul 12, 1808

	In Wellesley’s absence, French defeat British Army under Moore and drive it out of Spain .
	Jan 1809

	Wellesley returns to command defense of Portugal
	Apr 1809

	France wins short war with Austria at the battle of Wagram.
	Jul 1809

	Napoleon divorces Josephine.
	Dec 15, 1809

	Napoleon marries Marie Louise daughter of Austrian emperor.
	Apr 1810

	Russia out of "Continental System".
	Dec 31, 1810

	Wellesley, now the Duke of Wellington, chases French out of Portugal
	Apr 1811

	Napoleon's Russian campaign 
	Jun-Dec 1812

	America declares war on Britain
	Jun 17, 1812

	Wellington's army crosses into France.
	Oct 7, 1813

	Fifth Coalition:  Russia, Prussia, Britain, Austria and Sweden forms to get French out of Belgium, get rid of Napoleon, and restore Bourbons to French throne.  
	1813

	Allies defeat Napoleon's at Leipzig.
	Oct 19, 1813

	Quadruple Alliance:  Russia, Prussia, Great Britain and Austria.  
	Mar 1, 1814

	Allies enter Paris
	Mar 31, 1814

	Napoleon abdicates at Fontainebleau.
	Apr 6, 1814

	First Treaty of Paris.
	May 30, 1814

	Congress of Vienna established
	Sep 15, 1814

	Treaty of Ghent ends Britain’s war with America
	Dec 24, 1814

	Napoleon Returns to France from Elba (The “Hundred Days”)
	Mar 1, 1815

	Battle of Waterloo 
	Jun 18, 1815

	Napoleon abdicates 
	Jun 22, 1815

	Napoleon’s attempt to sail from France to America from Rochefort is foiled by British blockade.
	Jul 7, 1815

	Napoleon is transported by Great Britain to the South Atlantic island of St. Helena.
	Jul 15, 1815

	Cadets at the U.S. Military Academy begin studying Napoleon’s campaigns
	1817

	Napoleon dies a prisoner on St. Helena. 
	May 5, 1821
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