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World War II Chronology (cont)


	German troops occupy the Rhineland.
	Mar 7, 1936

	Italian troops take Ethiopia.
	May 9, 1936

	Japanese attack Chinese at the Marco Polo Bridge.
	Jul 7, 1936

	Fall of Nanking to the Japanese.
	Dec 14, 1936

	Germany annexes Austria.
	Mar 1938

	Munich Conference, “Peace in our time.”
	Sep 30, 1938

	Chiang-Kai-shek's Government withdraws to Chungking.
	Oct 1938

	German troops occupy the Sudetenland.
	Oct 15, 1938

	Fall of Canton to the Japanese.
	Oct 21, 1938

	Germany annexes Czechoslovakia.
	Mar 15, 1939

	Battle of Nomonhan between Japanese & Soviets.
	May-Sep 1939

	Germany and USSR sign nonaggression pact.
	Aug 23, 1939

	Germans invade Poland.
	Sep 1, 1939

	Great Britain, France, Australia, and New Zealand declare war on Germany.
	Sep 3, 1939

	Canada declares war on Germany.
	Sep 10, 1939

	Soviets invade Poland.
	

	Warsaw surrenders.
	Sep 27, 1939

	Soviets invade Finland.
	Nov 30, 1939

	"Graf Spee" scuttled. 
	Dec 17, 1939

	Finland signs peace treaty with Soviet Union.
	Mar 12, 1940

	Germans invade Denmark and Norway.
	Apr 9, 1940

	British occupy Iceland.
	May 1940

	Germans invade Low Countries and France; Sir Winston Churchill named UK Prime Minister.
	May 10, 1940

	Dutch surrender to Germany.
	May 15, 1940

	Germans reach English Channel.
	May 20, 1940

	Dunkirk evacuation in France.
	May 27, 1940

	Belgium surrenders to Germany.
	May 28, 1940

	Italy declares war on Great Britain and France.
	Jun 10, 1940

	Germans enter Paris.
	Jun 14, 1940

	France signs armistice.
	Jun 22, 1940

	British attacks French fleet at Mers-el-Kebir.
	Jul 3, 1940

	French under Petain break off diplomatic relations with Britain.
	Jul 5, 1940

	The Battle of Britain begins.
	Jul 10, 1940

	Soviets annex Baltic states as Soviet republics.
	Jul 1940

	Closing of the Burma Road.
	Jul-Oct 1940

	Italians invade British and French Somaliland.
	Aug 4, 1940

	U.S. trades 50 destroyers to Britain in exchange for Atlantic bases.
	Sep 2, 1940

	Germans begin night bombing of London.
	Sep 7, 1940

	Italians invade Egypt.
	Sep 14, 1940

	U.S. Congress passes conscription bill. Roosevelt calls first of National Guard to active duty.
	Sep 16, 1940

	France allows Japan bases in Indochina.
	Sep 22, 1940

	U.S. limits scrap iron and steel exports to Western Hemisphere.
	Sep 26, 1940

	Italians invade Greece.
	Oct 28, 1940

	Roosevelt elected president.
	Nov 5, 1940

	British attack Italian fleet at Taranto.
	Nov 11, 1940

	Hungary joins the Axis.
	Nov 20, 1940

	Romania joins the Axis.
	Nov 23, 1940

	British offensive in North Africa captures Tobruk and Benghazi.
	Dec 1940

	Bulgaria joins the Axis.
	Mar 1, 1941

	Lend-Lease act signed.
	Mar 11, 1941

	Yugoslavia refuses to join Tripartite Pact.
	Mar 27, 1941

	U.S. seizes Axis ships in U.S. ports. 
	Mar 30, 1941

	First German offensive in North Africa, takes Benghazi and invests Tobruk.
	Mar 31, 1941

	Germans invade Yugoslavia and Greece.
	Apr 6, 1941

	U.S. assumes control of Greenland.
	Apr 9, 1941

	Japan & USSR Non-aggression pact signed.
	Apr 13, 1941

	Yugoslavia surrenders. 
	Apr 17, 1941

	Greece surrenders. 
	Apr 27, 1941

	British invade Vichy-French occupied Iraq.
	May 2, 1941

	Germans take Crete.
	May 20, 1941

	"Bismarck" sunk. Roosevelt declares unlimited U.S. national emergency.
	May 27, 1941

	British defeat Vichy French and Italians in Syria and Lebanon.
	Jun 8, 1941

	U.S. freezes German and Italian assets in America. 
	Jun 14, 1941

	Germans invade Russia.
	Jun 22, 1941

	Anglo-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance.
	Jul 12, 1941

	French transfer control of Indochina to Japan. 
	Jul 21, 1941

	U.S. & Britain freeze Japanese assets. 
	Jul 25, 1941

	U.S. bans gasoline exports to Japan. 
	Aug 1, 1941

	Roosevelt-Churchill conference, Placentia Bay: Atlantic Charter.
	Aug 14, 1941

	Fall of Kiev.
	Aug 17, 1941

	Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran.
	Aug 25, 1941

	Roosevelt orders Navy to attack any vessel threat-ening U.S. shipping or ships under U.S. escort.
	Sep 11, 1941

	U.S. Navy announces capture of German radio station on Greenland. 
	Oct 11, 1941

	Leningrad & Sevastopol fall-Nazi thrust to Moscow.
	Oct 30, 1941

	U-boats sink U.S.S. Reuben James.
	Oct 31, 1941

	Neutrality act amended to allow arming of U.S. merchant vessels. 
	Nov 17, 1941

	Soviet counter-attack.
	Dec 1, 1941

	Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, Philippines, Hong Kong, and Malaya.
	Dec 7, 1941

	U.S. and Great Britain declare war on Japan.
	Dec 8, 1941

	China officially declares war on Japan and Germany.
	Dec 9, 1941

	Japanese sink the "Prince of Wales" and the "Repulse" off Malaya; Japanese capture Guam.
	Dec 10, 1941

	Germany and Italy declare war on U.S.; Japanese attack Burma.
	Dec 11, 1941

	Fall of Wake Island.
	Dec 23, 1941

	Hong Kong falls. 
	Dec 25, 1941

	Manila falls.
	Jan 2, 1942

	Japan attacks the Dutch East Indies.
	Jan 11, 1942

	Fall of Rangoon.
	Feb 8, 1942

	Fall of Singapore.
	Feb 15, 1942

	Japanese bomb Port Darwin in Australia.
	Feb 19, 1942

	Battle of Java Sea.
	Feb 27, 1942

	U.S. surrender at Bataan.
	Apr 9, 1942

	U.S. air raid on Tokyo.
	Apr 18, 1942

	Japan occupies Andaman Islands in Bay of Bengal.
	Mar 23, 1942

	Corregidor surrenders 
	May 6, 1942

	Battle of the Coral Sea.
	May 6, 1942

	First thousand-bomber air raid on Germany. 
	May 30, 1942

	Battle of Midway; Japanese attack on the Aleutian Islands.
	Jun 4, 1942

	Japanese submarine shells Seaside, Oregon.
	Jun 21, 1942

	Regular allied bombing raids begin on Ruhr and Hamburg.
	Jul 1942

	U.S. landings on the Solomon Islands.
	Aug 7, 1942

	Civil Disobedience campaign announced in India.
	Aug 9, 1942

	First U.S. air raid on Europe.
	Aug 17, 1942

	Allies attack Dieppe
	Aug 19, 1942

	Battle of Stalingrad begins.
	Sep 13, 1942

	Opening of U.S. offensive in New Guinea.
	Sep 21, 1942

	Battle of El Alamein.
	Oct 23, 1942

	Regular raids on Berlin begin.
	Nov 1942

	Allied landings in Morocco and Algeria.
	Nov 8, 1942

	Germans & Italians invade unoccupied portions of Vichy France.
	Nov 11, 1942

	U.S. begins nationwide gas rationing.
	Dec 1, 1942

	British Foreign Secretary Eden tells House of Commons of Nazi mass murder of Jews.  U.S. declares those crimes will be avenged.
	Dec 17, 1942

	German retreat from Caucasus.
	Jan 1943

	Casablanca Conference.
	Jan 14-24, 1943

	First U.S. bombing raid on Germany. 
	Jan 27, 1943

	German surrender at Stalingrad; Soviets recover Kursk and Rostov.
	Feb 2, 1943

	Wingate's expedition to Burma.
	Feb 8, 1943

	Battle of Kasserine Pass, first major battle between German & U.S. forces.  U.S. loses. 
	Feb 14, 1943

	Battle of the Bismarck Sea.
	Mar 2, 1943

	Death of Admiral Yamamoto, at Bougainville.
	Apr 18, 1943

	U.S. begins to liberate the Aleutian Islands.
	May 11, 1943

	German-Italian surrender in Tunisia.
	May 12, 1943

	Attack on Ruhr dams.
	May 17, 1943

	Doenitz suspends U-Boat operations in the North Atlantic.
	May 22, 1943

	U.S. landings in New Guinea.
	Jun 29, 1943

	German attack near Kursk
	Jul 4, 1943

	Invasion of Sicily.
	Jul 10, 1943

	Dismissal of Mussolini.
	Jul 25, 1943

	Invasion of Calabria and signing of Italian surrender.
	Sep 3, 1943

	Landing at Salerno.
	Sep 9, 1943

	Rescue of Mussolini by Germans.
	Sep 12, 1943

	Italy declares war on Germany.
	Oct 13, 1943

	Russians recover Kiev.
	Nov 6, 1943

	U.S. takes Tarawa & other Gilbert Islands.
	Nov 24, 1943

	Teheran Conference.
	Nov 28, 1943

	Landings at Anzio.
	Jan 22, 1944

	Leningrad relieved.
	Jan 27, 1944

	Japanese offensive on borders of India.
	Feb-Mar 1944

	Soviets enter Rumania.
	Apr 2, 1944

	Germans evacuate Monte Cassino. Merrill's Marauders take Myitkyina airfield, Burma (first major U.S. land operation in Asia).
	May 17, 1944

	Americans enter Rome.
	Jun 4, 1944

	D-Day, Allied invasion of France.
	Jun 6, 1944

	First V-1s hit London.
	Jun 12, 1944

	U.S. invades Saipan, First B-29 raid on Japan.
	Jun 15, 1944

	U.S. wins Battle of the Philippine Sea
	Jun 19, 1944

	Fall of Saipan.
	Jul 9, 1944

	Resignation of General Tojo.
	Jul 18, 1944

	Attempt to kill Adolf Hitler by his own Generals.
	Jul 20, 1944

	U.S. recovery of Tinian and Guam.
	Aug 1, 1944

	Allied landings in Southern France.
	Aug 15, 1944

	Final victories in Normandy.
	Aug 17, 1944

	Allies liberate Paris, Romania declares war on Germany.
	Aug 25, 1944

	Brussels liberated.
	Sep 3, 1944

	Bulgaria declares war on Germany.
	Sep 5, 1944

	First V2s hit London.
	Sep 8, 1944

	Finland signs armistice with Russia.
	Sep 10, 1944

	'Operation Market-Garden' fails.
	Sep 30, 1944

	U.S. landings in the Philippines.
	Oct 20, 1944

	Battle of Leyte Gulf.
	Oct 25, 1944

	Regular bombings of Japan begin.
	Nov 1944

	First allied ships unloaded at Antwerp.
	Nov 26, 1944

	German offensive in the Ardennes.
	Dec 16, 1944

	General Soviet offensive begins.
	Jan 12, 1945

	Soviets enter Warsaw.
	Jan 17, 1945

	Hungary declares war on Germany.
	Jan 21, 1945

	Yalta Conference.
	Feb 4-12, 1945

	Surrender of Budapest.
	Feb 13, 1945

	U.S. Marines land on Iwo Jima
	Feb 17, 1945

	Americans cross the Rhine at Remagen.
	Mar 7, 1945

	U.S. firebombs Tokyo killing 80,000
	Mar 9, 1945

	U.S. invades Okinawa
	Apr 1, 1945

	USSR cancels neutrality pact with Japan. 
	Apr 5, 1945

	Death of President Roosevelt.
	Apr 12, 1945

	Soviets enter Vienna.
	Apr 13, 1945

	Last Soviet offensive begins.
	Apr 16, 1945

	Mussolini is hung by Italians.
	Apr 28, 1945

	Adolf Hitler commits suicide in his underground bunker in Berlin.
	Apr 30, 1945

	Berlin in Soviet hands.
	May 2, 1945

	Japanese surrender Rangoon.
	May 3, 1945

	Germans surrender at Rheims.
	May 7, 1945

	Soviets enter Prague.
	May 9, 1945

	Potsdam Conference.
	Jul 17, 1945

	Atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, kills 100,000
	Aug 6, 1945

	Soviet Union declares war on Japan.
	Aug 8, 1945

	Atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki, kills 70,000.
	Aug 9, 1945

	Japan surrenders on U.S.S. "Missouri: in Tokyo Bay.
	Sep 2, 1945
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