DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

686 CUSHING RD

NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 02841-1207

MEMORANDUM FOR NAVAL WAR COLLEGE PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS

Subj:
STRATEGY & POLICY COURSE

1.  During the fall trimester for College of Naval Command & Staff students and during the winter trimester for College of Naval Warfare students, you will study the Strategy & Policy portion of the curriculum.  It is designed to improve your ability to think analytically and critically about how military power has been and can be used to attain a nation's political objectives.  Because we want you to see current problems in perspective and to be able to deal with future problems not yet foreseen, we use a series of historical case studies to provide you the mental tools necessary for strategic analysis from trireme warfare to recent theories of nuclear deterrence, escalation dominance and combating terrorism in order to deepen your understanding of the role that military strategy should play in the formulation and execution of successful policy.

2.  Should you wish to get an idea of what you will be doing with us, the best work for you to read now is Carl von Clausewitz's On War.  It will be a backbone of your course.  Although not exactly bedtime reading, it is a profound book exploring all the deepest issues underlying military strategy and will introduce you to strategic analysis. 

3.  If you return the advance reading request form (via fax, mail, or email) along with a copy of your orders to NWC, we will be happy to send you a copy of On War so that you can steal a march on the course.    You will need to have this required text with you when classes start.

                                                                                         THOMAS M. NICHOLS







   Chairman, Strategy & Policy Department

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADVANCED READING REQUEST

Mail to: Carol Keelty (Code 1A), Strategy & Policy Department, Naval War College, 686 Cushing Rd., Newport, RI 02841-1207

or email: keeltyc@nwc.navy.mil or fax no. 401-841-6418 Attn: Carol Keelty

PLEASE FORWARD THE ADVANCED READING FOR STRATEGY AND POLICY TO ME AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS 

                    Clausewitz ___________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

