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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

686 CUSHING RD NEWPORT

RHODE ISLAND 02841-1207
10 September 2002 

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION 

From:  President, Naval War College 

Subj:  ATTIRE POLICY 

(a) NA VW ARCOLINST 5400. IN, Annex B, Section 5, Directive H (Standard Organization and Regulations Manual (SORM): Uniform Policy) 

(b) U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations (NA VPERS 15665)

(c) Marine Corps Uniform Regulations (MCO P1020.34)

(d) Army Uniform Regulations (AR 670-1) 

(e) Air Force Uniform Regulations (AFI36-2903) 

(f) Coast Guard Uniform Regulations (COMDTINST M1020.6) 

1. Purpose. This memorandum promulgates prescribed uniforms and standards of attire to be worn by military and civilian staff, faculty and students attached to the Naval War College (NWC) complex, to include the CNO Strategic Studies Group (SSG), and is recommended for the Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC). 

2. Cancellation. This policy replaces the Uniform Policy (reference (a)) in its entirety. Reference (a) is hereby cancelled. This policy will be published as a change to the SORM at a future date. 

3. General. References (b) through (f) provide primary guidance on wear, care and appropriateness of uniform choice for services in attendance at the Naval War College. For naval personnel,. the Commander, Navy Region Northeast, through the Commanding Officer of Naval Station, Newport, establishes the authorized uniforms for use in the Narragansett Bay area. When uniforms are specified, this policy prescribes the authorized uniforms for use by military personnel assigned or attached to the NWC complex as staff, faculty, enlisted, or student body. Additionally, this policy specifies the civilian male and female equivalents that shall be worn by all Naval War College faculty and student personnel, and serves to inform civilian government service employees on suggested attire for various occasions. 

4. Action. The Naval War College has a function, character, and student body that makes it unique from other graduate institutions. Additionally, the NWC complex is frequently the host to senior flag/general officers and high ranking civilian and foreign dignitaries. Therefore it is appropriate that the attire worn by our faculty, staff, student body and visitors reflect favorably upon the College and are in keeping with its special place on the national security and world stage. For faculty, students, and military staff, the accompanying charts prescribe the uniform and civilian attire for events and seasonal wear aboard the NWC complex. Since no policy can be written to cover every circumstance of attire, it is incumbent upon all NWC personnel to ensure that their choice of attire, and that of those they supervise, is at all times professional and abides by the evident spirit and intent of this policy. Designated attire established herein represents a minimum expectation. Nothing in this policy precludes dressing to a higher standard. The following general 

guidance clarifies and defines the descriptions in the accompanying charts and discusses the categories of attire as well as acceptable standards and deviations from this uniform/attire policy. 

a. Categories of attire. The attached matrixes delineate occasions for wear (figure 1) of attire as well as Summer and Winter uniform and civilian attire policy (figures 2 and 3) across six descriptive categories. The categories include: formal, informal, professional, business casual, casual, and athletic. 

(1) Formal. During official evening social functions when civilians would normally wear a tuxedo or ball gown and are termed: "black/white tie," military will normally wear the service appropriate mess/dinner/evening dress uniform. Here at the Naval War College, such occasions include the annual service balls that are scheduled for the winter and spring season. During daytime ceremonial functions such as graduation, members of the official party may be designated to wear the full dress service uniform. 

(2) Informal. Informal is often appropriate for day or evening, business or social functions where more casual forms of dress would not be acceptable. Civilian "informal" attire includes a business suit and tie for men and a dress or business suit for women. It is distinguished from more casual forms of dress in that the attire is dressier and the jacket and trousers/skirt are generally made of the same fabric. The military equivalent is the service dress uniform appropriate to the season. "Informal" is the standard of dress for government executives serving as part of national security organizations such as the Defense and State Departments. At the Naval War College, informal attire is appropriate for auditorium presenters and specified evening receptions or dinners. It includes faculty ceremonial regalia and is the attire worn by those attending graduation (less the official party). Shoes for both men and women are of dress quality with closed toe and heel. Sling-back shoes are an acceptable alternative for women. Turtlenecks, mock turtlenecks, denim or denim-look materials, "Docker"-type casual slacks, shorts/skorts, micro-mini skirts, and boatside shoes and sandals are examples of what is not considered appropriate. 

(3) Professional. "Professional" is the standard of dress for faculty in the classroom and for all faculty, students, and staff when attending evening lectures in Spruance, high-level conferences, social functions in the flag quarters, or where significant interaction with the public is intended. Professional attire consists of a coat or sweater and tie, dress quality collared shirt and dress slacks for men and either a dress or sport coat, dress blouse, pants or skirt for women. "Professional" is distinguished from "Informal" forms of dress in that the attire is more relaxed and the jacket and trousers/skirt may be of differing fabrics, colors, or patterns. The military equivalent to "Professional" is the service dress uniform, however, a regulation uniform sweater or jacket (black, green or blue light weight outerwear jackets) may be worn as an alternative for comfort in place of the service blouse/jacket. As in the case of "Informal" attire, shoes for both men and women are of dress quality with closed toe and heel. Sling-back shoes are an acceptable alternative for women. Turtlenecks, mock turtlenecks, denim or denim-look materials, "Dockers" slacks, shorts/skorts, micro-mini skirts, dockside shoes and sandals, as well as clothing that distracts or causes undue embarrassment to co-workers, or is a safety hazard are examples of what is not considered appropriate. 

(4) Business Casual Business Casual is the standard attire for students in seminar and is appropriate for all faculty and students conducting daytime business or studies within the NWC complex. Business casual is the same as "Professional" attire without the requirement for a coat or tie. Specifically, it includes a dress quality collared shirt or turtleneck and dress 

slacks for men and either a dress or dress blouse, pants/skirt for women. Shirt and shoes are of similar style and quality as those worn with the "Informal" or "Professional" attire described above. Turtlenecks are acceptable in "Business Casual" but do not include mock turtlenecks, collarless shirts, flight deck jerseys and do not contain logos on the collar or extreme logos elsewhere on the garment. Additionally, denim or denim-look materials, "Dockers" slacks, shorts/skorts, micro-mini skirts, dockside shoes and sandals, as well as clothing that distracts or causes undue embarrassment to co-workers, or is a safety hazard are examples of what is not considered appropriate. The uniform equivalent to "Business Casual" consists of Service Khaki for Navy and the open-collared equivalent uniform for other services (see the attached Winter/Summer Attire chart). 

(5) Casual. Casual is the standard attire for faculty, staff, and students conducting after-hours or weekend business/studies within the NWC complex. "Casual" attire is the uniform prescribed for summer and may be prescribed during designated holiday periods throughout the year. Regular academic days when no classes are scheduled -such as Friday student/class preparation days -are not considered holidays, therefore, appropriate uniform or civilian attire will be worn. Casual differs from the foregoing in that the collared shirt may be of a polo or similarly relaxed style. Though denim and denim-look materials are still not acceptable, slacks, pants/skirts, and dresses may be constructed of more relaxed or rugged materials. Likewise, shoes of a more casual style are acceptable. Though sandals are acceptable in "Casual" attire, flip-flops or other thong-type sandals and tennis-style shoes are not. Additionally, shorts/skorts , micro-mini skirts, sandals, as well as clothing that distracts or causes undue embarrassment to co-workers, or is a safety hazard are examples of what is not considered appropriate. 

(6) Athletic. During NWC sponsored events such as intramurals, President's Cup, Jim Thorpe, or command picnics, "Athletic" gear will be prescribed. "Athletic" attire is acceptable within the NWC complex only when specifically authorized or while transiting directly to/from appropriate events. Personnel shall not loiter within the NWC complex in "Athletic" attire. When worn, "Athletic" gear shall be neat, serviceable (i.e. no holes or cutoff sleeves/legs), arid not contrary to good order and discipline. Clothing will fully cover the upper torso (including midriff) and shorts will be of a conservative length that covers the upper part of the thigh. Logos or other clothing ornamentation should reflect well upon the service, its people, and bur values. 

b. The prescribed attire has military and civilian dimensions for staff, faculty, and students. The following policy pertains: 

Military personnel 

(a) Staff. All military personnel in a duty section status shall be in the prescribed uniform of the day or its approved alternate. On days not designated as a "Uniform Day," it is the decision of the officer military staff member whether to wear civilian "Professional" attire or the equivalent military uniform (the "Business Casual" uniform equivalents, such as Service Khakis for the Navy and Short Sleeve Light Blue Shirt for the Air Force are considered year-round alternate uniform options). In those situations where civilian attire is deemed appropriate, "Professional" attire will generally be worn. Unless otherwise authorized by the CO, Enlisted Element, enlisted staff are considered to be in a duty status and will be in the uniform of the day at all times. Working uniforms (such as utilities or coveralls) may be authorized by supervisors only on those occasions when the nature of the work performed would unduly soil other uniforms, and then only while actually involved in the performance of those tasks. 

(b) Faculty and Students. To promote free expression and critical academic discourse in seminar, wearing of appropriate civilian attire is an expectation of the College for military faculty and students. When uniforms are not prescribed, military faculty,. as in the case of their civilian colleagues, will wear "Professional" attire while in the classroom. Students will wear "Business Casual" attire for seminar. Outside of the classroom, military faculty and students may wear "Business Casual" attire for workday study and class preparation. After hours and on weekends, "Casual" attire is acceptable. 

(c) Uniform Days. Faculty, staff and students will wear the prescribed uniform, rather than the civilian clothing alternative, during the following occasions: 

· During visits of four-star flag/general officers or equivalent civilian executives. 

· When personally receiving or escorting distinguished visitors on behalf of the NWC. 

· During the NWC complex check-in process. Students may check-out in appropriate civilian attire as described below. 

· For special ceremonies, events, or as specified in the weekly schedule. 

· When visits do not involve the entire NWC complex, (e.g., lecture to only one class, visit to only the War-Gaming Department), those personnel affected by the visit shall be in the prescribed uniform of the day. Others who are not attending the event will wear the civilian alternative. The appropriate Dean(s) and Special Assistants will ensure "uniform days" are designated when required and clearly promulgated in weekly schedules. 

(d) Service advisors, as the senior service representatives on board the NWC, will coordinate alternatives to the prescribed uniform through the Dean of Students office. 

(2) Civilian personnel. 

(a) Staff. Civilian attire which appropriately reflects the professional atmosphere of the college should be worn. Attire considered not appropriate are jeans, micro-mini skirts, shorts and extremely casual sports clothes, as well as clothing that distracts or causes undue embarrassment to co-workers, or is a safety hazard. 

(b) Faculty and Students. Civilian faculty will wear "Professional" attire while perfonning their in-classroom duties. Students will wear "Business Casual" attire for seminar. Outside of the classroom, civilian faculty and students may wear "Business Casual" attire for workday study and class preparation. After hours and on weekends, "Casual" attire is acceptable. 

Nametags & Security Badges. 

(1) All personnel are required to wear the Naval War College-issued nametag and security badge on their uniforms and civilian attire at all times when on board the NWC complex. Security badges must be worn on the outside of all clothing and outerwear, above the waist, where they will be conspicuously visible to security personnel. Nametags are worn as a courtesy to others in the College and delineate a person as a member of the Naval War College staff or faculty, or as a member of a particular academic college (CNW, CNCS, NCC, NSC, or CDE). 

(2) Flag Quarters functions. NWC-issued nametags (vice security badges) are required for all assigned personnel while attending flag quarters social functions and spouses are encouraged to wear their NWC-issued nametags for these events. When worn, nametags will be worn attached to the jacket or shirt, at a position above the wearers right hand pocket or an equivalent position. 

d. Effective Change Dates for Seasonal Attire. 

(1) Civilian clothing. "Casual" is the prescribed civilian attire for summer. For the Naval War College, the "summer attire period" extends from the first Monday following the June graduation through Labor Day Weekend. Except for weekends, holidays, or after hours, "Business Casual" or better will be the prescribed attire from the Tuesday following Labor Day until the Monday following the June graduation. 

(2) Uniforms. Navy Region Northeast establishes the uniform changeover date. Generally, the summer uniform period extends from the first Monday in May through the first Monday in October. At all other times from October through May, winter uniforms will be worn. 

5. The Naval War College is a unique, national institution with a proud heritage. How we present ourselves to the public and to each other simply matters. The support of all hands in upholding the highest standards of decorum is necessary to the reputation of our College and is greatly appreciated. 
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JAMES F. GIBLIN JR.
Provost

by direction

Distribution: Address List 

	Event/Function
	Formal
	Informal
	Professional
	Business Casual
	Casual
	Athletic

	Official Naval War College Representation and Social Functions

	Service Balls
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	
	
	

	Flag Quarters Functions
	As specified
	As specified
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	

	High-Level Conferences
	
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	
	

	Evening Receptions & Dinners
	As specified
	As specified
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	

	Official NWC Representation (External Visits/Community events/Internal Host or Escort)
	As specified
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	
	

	Daytime Receptions &  Luncheons
	
	As specified
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	

	NWC Staff Personnel (Duty)
	
	
	Military  & Civilian 


	Military  & Civilian 
	As authorized by supervisor  
	

	Naval War College Ceremonies

	Graduation
	Official Party
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	
	

	Convocation
	
	Official Party
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	

	Orientation
	
	
	NWC Presenters
	Attendees and guests
	
	

	Academic Functions

	Auditorium Presentations 

(Evening or Open to public)
	
	NWC Presenters
	Attendees and guests
	
	
	

	Auditorium Presentations

(Daytime or Closed to public)
	
	NWC Presenters
	
	Attendees and guests
	
	

	Seminar Classrooms
	
	
	Faculty
	Students and guests
	
	

	Off-site classes/workshops
	
	
	
	Faculty, Students, and guests
	
	

	Study/Preparation (Workday: 0730-1630)
	
	
	
	Faculty, Students, and guests
	
	

	Study/Preparation (After hours: 1630-0730)
	
	
	
	
	Faculty, Students, Staff and guests
	

	Summer/Weekend/Holiday Routine
	
	
	
	
	All Students, Staff, Faculty and guests
	

	Picnics and athletic events
	
	
	
	
	
	All Students, Staff, Faculty and guests


	Description
	Uniform 

Service                Officer                                                 Enlisted
	Civilian 

Male Equivalent
	Civilian 

Female Equivalent

	Formal
	USN
	Dinner Dress White Jacket

Dinner Dress White 

Full Dress White
	Dinner Dress White Jacket

Dinner Dress White

Full Dress White
	Tuxedo or appropriate suit

Socks

Dress shoes
	Formal Dress or appropriate suit

Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Evening Dress
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Army Blue w/ Bow Tie

Mess Dress (Blue or White)
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Blue Mess Dress
	Blue Mess Dress
	
	

	
	USCG
	Dinner Dress White Jacket
	
	
	

	Informal
	USN
	Service Dress White

Service Dress Blue

Summer White
	Service Dress White

Service Dress Blue

Summer White
	Business Suit & tie, 

Socks

Dress shoes
	Dress, or

 Business suit w/ Dress blouse

 Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Blue-White Dress "A"
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "A" or "B"
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Service Dress Uniform
	Service Dress Uniform
	
	

	
	USCG
	Service Dress White

Tropical Blue Long
	
	
	

	Professional
	USN
	Summer White 1
	Summer White 1
	Coat/Sweater and tie

Dress shirt

Dress slacks

Socks

Dress shoes
	Dress, or

Coat/Sweater w/ Dress blouse,

 Dress pants or skirt

Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Service "C" 1 

Blue Dress "D" 1
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "B" 1
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	S/Sleeve Light Blue Shirt w/ or without tie 1
	S/Sleeve Light Blue Shirt w/ or without tie 1
	
	

	
	USCG
	Tropical Blue Long 1
	
	
	

	Business Casual
	USN
	Service Khaki 
   
	E 7-9: Service Khaki 1
E 1-6: Utilities/Coveralls 1
	Dress shirt or Turtleneck

Dress slacks

Socks

Dress shoes
	Dress, or 

Dress blouse or Turtleneck

 Dress pants or skirt

Hosiery

Dress Shoes

	
	USMC
	Service "C" 1
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "B" 1
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	S/Sleeve Light Blue Shirt w/out tie 1
	S/Sleeve Light Blue Shirt w/out tie1
	
	

	
	USCG
	Tropical Blue Long 1
	
	
	

	Casual
	ALL
	No uniform equivalent
	Collared Shirt

Slacks

Socks

Casual shoes
	 Dress, or

 Collared shirt w/ slacks or skirt

Hosiery

Casual Shoes

	Athletic


	ALL
	No uniform equivalent


	T-Shirt, Shorts, Athletic shoes

Warm-up or Sweat gear (as desired)


Figure 2. SUMMER Attire Matrix

	Description
	Uniform 

Service                  Officer                                                   Enlisted
	Civilian 

Male Equivalent
	Civilian 

Female Equivalent

	Formal
	USN
	Dinner Dress Blue Jacket

Dinner Dress Blue (Opt: LT)

Full Dress Blue
	Dinner Dress Blue Jacket

Dinner Dress Blue

Full Dress Blue
	Tuxedo or appropriate suit

Socks

Dress shoes 
	Formal Dress or appropriate suit

Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Evening Dress 
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Army Blue w/ Bow Tie

Mess Dress (Blue or White)
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Blue Mess Dress
	Blue Mess Dress
	
	

	
	USCG
	Dinner Dress Blue Jacket
	
	
	

	Informal
	USN
	Service Dress Blue
	Service Dress Blue
	Business Suit & tie, 

Socks

Dress shoes
	Dress, or

 Business suit w/ Dress blouse

 Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Service "A" 

Blue Dress "A"
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "A"
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Service Dress Uniform
	Service Dress Uniform
	
	

	
	USCG
	Service Dress Blue (B)
	
	
	

	Professional
	USN
	Service Dress Blue 

	Winter Blue 2
	Coat/Sweater and tie

Dress shirt

Dress slacks

Socks

Dress shoes
	Dress, or

Coat/Sweater w/ Dress blouse,

 Dress pants or skirt

Hosiery

Dress shoes

	
	USMC
	Service "A" 2 

Blue Dress "C" 2
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "B" 2
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Service Dress Uniform 2
	Service Dress Uniform 2
	
	

	
	USCG
	Service Dress Blue (B)  2
	
	
	

	Business Casual
	USN
	Service Khaki 2
	E 7-9: Service Khaki 2
E 1-6: Utilities/Coveralls 2
	Dress shirt or Turtleneck

Dress slacks

Socks

Dress shoes 
	Dress, or 

Dress blouse or Turtleneck

 Dress pants or skirt

Hosiery

Dress Shoes 

	
	USMC
	Service "C" 2
	
	
	

	
	USA
	Class "B" 2
	
	
	

	
	USAF
	Short Sleeve Light Blue Shirt 2
	Short Sleeve Light Blue Shirt 2
	
	

	
	USCG
	Tropical Blue Long  2
	
	
	

	Casual
	ALL
	No uniform equivalent
	Collared Shirt

Slacks

Socks

Casual shoes


	Dress, or

Collared shirt w/ slacks or skirt

Hosiery

Casual Shoes



	Athletic 


	ALL
	No uniform equivalent


	T-Shirt, Shorts, Athletic shoes

Warm-up or Sweat gear (as desired)


Figure 3. WINTER Attire Matrix
Figure 1. Occasions for Wear











� Within the NWC complex, as an alternative to the service blouse/coat, an outerwear jacket (i.e. black  or  blue lightweight jacket etc.) or service sweater is authorized for comfort subject to service regulations.


� Within the NWC complex, as an alternative to the service blouse/coat, an outerwear jacket (i.e. black  or  blue lightweight jacket etc.) or service sweater is authorized for comfort subject to service regulations.
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