MEMORIAL

CAPTAIN WALTER B. "Bud" WOODSON, U. S NAVY
July 10, 1919 - December 8, 1993

Captain Walter B. "Bud" Woodson, Jr. distinguished himself as the consummate naval officer: a gentleman, sailor, leader, scholar, teacher, and friend.  A 1942 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, he spent World War II at sea aboard destroyers in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and South Pacific.  After the war he commanded several destroyers, attended the Naval War College School of Command and Staff, and served in Washington at the Bureau of Personnel before returning to Newport as a student at the College of Naval Warfare.  After graduation in 1958, Captain Woodson became a staff member of the Naval Command College for three years.  This billet began his long relationship with international students, a relationship that he personally enjoyed immensely.


After leaving the Naval Command College in 1961, Captain Woodson commanded a destroyer squadron, was a liaison officer at the Brazilian National War College, and served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans with NATO's Iberian Command in Portugal.  He returned to Newport in 1969 as the Director of the School of Naval Command and Staff.  This was also an opportunity for him to renew many friendships with international officers.


Captain Woodson retired from active duty in 1972, and was subsequently asked to become the Naval War College Foundation's first Executive Director, a position that he held for 20 years.  He was personally responsible for promoting scholarly research, supporting curriculum development, recognizing student academic achievement through monetary prizes, developing and supporting the Naval War College Museum and Archival Collections which attract scholars from across the world, and for aiding the College in attracting speakers of the highest quality for the Naval War College evening lecture series.


On April 9th 1993, Captain Woodson was presented the Navy's Superior Public Service Award for his untiring and truly dedicated efforts in maintaining the College's preeminence and in furthering intellectual dialogue with American's private sector.  An innovative and selfless professional of the highest character and integrity, his performance personified the very best in public service.  His spirit and memory will always be alive at the Naval War College.
