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Good morning, and welcome to the Current Strategy Forum! 

I am extremely pleased to see so many distinguished guests with us today to participate in what promises to be one of our most important conferences at this great institution. 

Each year, the Secretary of the Navy’s Current Strategy Forum is a culminating event in the education of our students.  
Throughout the year, we have challenged our students to think critically about matters of strategy and policy; to prepare themselves for increasingly more demanding leadership positions in large, complex organizations that deal with our nation’s security; and to become true practitioners of the operational art. 

Having challenged them as I just described, these students would be among the first to tell you that developing and then executing a sound strategy is also not a simple task.  

And on a grander scale, I think we can all appreciate that such an undertaking is no simple task for this nation – even one with the talent and resources that we possess.

No one knows these challenges and difficulties better than our invited guests and Foundation members, many of whom are experts in their own right, senior policy makers and leaders who add so much to the Forum’s discussion.

Thank you all for joining us today.  And special thanks to our keynote speakers and panel members who have taken time out of their busy schedules to be here – and to share their unique perspectives in shaping our discussions.  
I am particularly pleased that Secretary of the Navy Gordon England will join us later this afternoon, and that the CNO ADM Vern Clark will join us tomorrow.  I am also most grateful to VADM Dave Nichols, Commander FIFTH Fleet, and Commander, Naval Forces Central Command, for traveling halfway around the world to participate with us.  Thanks, Dave!

As I’m sure you’ve noticed, the strategic debate has reached new intensity in recent months, driven by the successes and failures in Iraq, the coming national elections in November, the overarching global war on terror, and our difficulties in defining what America’s global leadership roles should be.

Among the many voices to be heard, I commend two of them to you – and their latest books which are descriptive, prescriptive, and in some cases downright provocative!

The first is Walter Russell Mead’s new book Power, Terror, Peace, and War:  America’s Grand Strategy in a World at Risk.  

In comparing the 9-11 attacks to the Dec. 7 attack on Pearl Harbor, he says, “Once again, Americans had been surprised by an attack from overseas; once again, we had failed to prevent the beginning of a terrible new chapter in the history of war.”

He goes on to say, “The 12 years between the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the attacks of September 2001 were lost years in American foreign policy.  From November 9, 1989, when the wall came down, through September 11, 2001, three administrations from two political parties beguiled themselves with pleasing illusions about the health of the American system even as formidable challenges to that system were assembling offshore.  It was a bipartisan age of narcissism and hubris.”

Mead then provides his views of how we got to where we are today, leading to his articulation of a grand strategy for the war on terror.  He proposes a new approach to the war that can rebuild domestic and international support for a tough anti-terror policy, outlines a new initiative for the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, and recommends sweeping changes for reforming international institutions, including the UN Security Council.

It is a very thoughtful book - and it’s only 200 pages long!  A very high thoughts-per-page quotient!

The second book I commend to you, as a good example of the kind of critical thinking about the very real challenges that exist for us in the international security environment, is Tom Barnett’s The Pentagon’s New Map:  War and Peace in the Twenty First Century. 
It’s true he’s a professor here at the War College, so I’m a little biased in his favor, but his book appears headed towards breaking into the New York Times “Best Sellers” list for June 20th.  The advance list has the book at #14.  
Tom's book focuses on America's grand strategy in light of the forces of globalization.  He postulates that wherever nations and sub-nations are disconnected with the "flows" of globalization, the United States will find the threats to our security.  As he says, "disconnectedness defines danger."  
Within his treatise, Tom presents a primary and interesting role for not only the nation's military, but chiefly for the Navy as the force perhaps best suited for shaping the strategic environment in almost every region of the globe.  
Based on the briefing requests we are getting for him, this book is being read by, and influencing, much of the senior leadership in Washington as we continue to wrestle with the complexities of the post 9-11 world.

These themes are the ones that what we have sought to capture with the agenda for this year’s Current Strategy Forum: the idea that there are difficult choices and dilemmas that the United States must face as it exercises global leadership.

The first dilemma is determining where we, as a nation, should focus our efforts.  Even a country as strong as America cannot be involved in every conflict and in every trouble-spot around the globe.  In today’s forum, we have two panels that outline very different challenges for the United States in areas of the world that are thousands of miles apart. 

The first panel this morning will cover the strategic challenges of - and prospects for - the Greater Middle East.  This region is at the center of the global war on terrorism and is considered to be the heart and soul of the Islamic world.
Just two weeks from today, the U.S.-led coalition will turn over sovereignty to an interim Iraqi government.  Clearly, the United States will have tremendous ongoing challenges there, and our previous strategies may no longer be sufficient.  
This afternoon’s panel will examine the challenges and prospects for East Asia.  The interests of the world’s most populous nation – China; the country with the world’s second largest gross domestic product – Japan; and the world’s dominant economic and military power - the U.S. - intersect in the physical, political, military, and economic geography that characterizes East Asia. 

Taiwan’s future is unclear and a potential flashpoint.  The Korean peninsula is a reminder that all of the Cold War’s conflicts are not yet resolved, and yet at the same time our relationship with the Republic of Korea is undergoing profound changes, to include potentially significant reductions in U.S. forces on the peninsula.

Faced with these challenges, is the United States up to the task?  Do we have the right strategy, and importantly for those of us whose business is national security, the right forces to meet these challenges, regardless of their type or geographic location?  
The complexity of the international security environment no longer gives us the option to optimize our solution sets against one or two discrete challenges.  
Instead, we are forced to consider hedging strategies to enable us to overcome the myriad of challenges that have and continue to emerge.   
Transformation is a worthwhile and necessary endeavor, but only when the resulting transformation moves us in a direction that’s aligned with the nation’s interests and advances its strategic goals.  These issues will be addressed in tomorrow morning’s panel on strategy and force structure.

Because we are the Naval War College and, by design, have a maritime focus on national security issues, the final panel tomorrow afternoon will address the role of maritime forces in meeting future challenges.  We hope to discuss how we can best fashion a future force that will continue to give the President options as he confronts a range of global challenges.

In between the panels, you will hear from distinguished Americans who have served, and continue to serve, their country with the highest distinction.  Our keynote speakers will provide views from the highest levels of leadership on these challenges.

Finally, our schedule provides for a short seminar session tomorrow where each of you will have an opportunity to discuss these issues in small groups, participating in what should be a lively interaction between our students, faculty, and guests.  
Debate and discussion are a critical part of professional military education; so we want your voice to be heard!  Our War College moderators will facilitate discussion and keep notes of particularly cogent comments.  I will provide feedback to you in our closing session.
We have a lot of ground to cover over the next two days, and I am eager to get started.  But before I introduce our first speaker – thank the Naval War College Foundation.  

We will open today’s program with a keynote address from one of America’s foremost experts in the national security field, Admiral Stansfield Turner. 

INTRODUCTION OF ADMIRAL STANSFIELD TURNER
Stansfield Turner graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland in 1947, and later earned a master's degree in philosophy, politics and economics from Oxford University. 

After a series of demanding assignments, primarily in surface ships, he was selected for promotion to Rear Admiral in 1970 and assumed command of a Carrier Task Group of the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean.  

From 1972 to 1974, he served as President of the Naval War College, where he established a rigorous and demanding academic program that fundamentally remains in place 3 decades later.  

Many of you recall those days  ….. I find that there is still a great deal of mystery - and some degree of myth - about just what happened in Newport between June of 1972 and August of 1974 during a period that is known universally as the “Turner Revolution.”  

I’ve been told that there were many skirmishes during this revolution, and even a few casualties, - [smile] – but I can speak with authority when I say that few revolutions have generated such profound and lasting changes in educating our military’s senior leaders over the years.  

As President, Admiral Turner pioneered new concepts and techniques in adult education which have stood the test of time, being widely emulated by some of this country’s most prestigious institutions.  
He developed an education strategy and he executed it!  With only minor tinkering around the edges, we are still executing it  today.

After departing the College, he was promoted to Vice Admiral and served as Commander of the U.S. 2nd Fleet and NATO Striking Fleet Atlantic.
Promoted again  -- to Admiral -- he served as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Commander of NATO's Southern Flank.  
In 1977, Admiral Turner became the Director of Central Intelligence and headed both the Intelligence Community and the Central Intelligence Agency. 
 Upon completing these duties, he received the National Security Medal from President Jimmy Carter in 1981. 

Admiral Turner has authored "Secrecy and Democracy", "Terrorism and Democracy," "Caging the Nuclear Genie: An American Challenge for Global Security” and “Caging the Genies: A workable Solution for Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Weapons." 
He is also engaged in private business as a lecturer, television commentator, and columnist.

We are truly fortunate to welcome Admiral Turner back to this institution where his presence has been clearly felt every day for over 30 years.   Ladies and gentlemen, please join me in welcoming Admiral Stansfield Turner. 
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