American Revolution Chronology

American Revolution Chronology (cont.)


	King George becomes King of England
	1760

	Treaty of Paris ends French & Indian/Seven Years War
	1763

	Stamp Act is passed by Parliament to pay for British troops stationed in the Americas
	1765

	Stamp Act is repealed after violent protests by colonists
	Mar 1766

	British troops arrive in Boston to enforce custom laws
	1768

	Five killed in “Boston Massacre”
	Mar 1770

	Massachusetts colonists dressed as Indians protest the Tea Act by throwing tea from British ships into Boston Harbor
	Dec 1773

	First Continental Congress convenes in Philadelphia.
	Jan 1774

	Shots fired at Lexington and Concord. "Minute Men" force British troops back to Boston under siege--Washington takes command of Continental Army.
	Apr 1775

	King George declares colonies to be in rebellion.
	Apr 23, 1775

	Americans capture Fort Ticonderoga.
	Jul 5, 1775

	Americans unsuccessfully attack Quebec.
	Dec 1775

	Thomas Paine publishes “Common Sense”--pushes colonies toward independence.
	Jan 1776

	British evacuate Boston.
	Mar 1776

	Declaration of Independence signed. 
	Jul 4, 1776

	British land large force in New York bent on crushing the rebellion.
	Jul 1776

	British chase Continental Army off Long Island.
	Aug 1776

	Washington crosses Delaware and defeats a Hessian force an Trenton.
	Dec 26, 1776

	Continental Congress dispatches John Paul Jones and the Ranger to raid the English coast.
	Jun 14, 1777

	Congress names 19-year-old French aristocrat Marquis de Lafayette a major general.
	Dec 26, 1776

	British under Burgoyne retake Fort Ticonderoga—begins move down Hudson River to link up with forces from New York to cut off New England from the rest of the colonies.
	Jul 1777

	Continental Army defeated at Brandywine and Germantown—British under Howe occupy Philadelphia.
	Sep-Oct 1777

	Americans defeat Burgoyne at Saratoga.
	Oct 17, 1777

	Continental Army winters in Valley Forge
	1777-78

	Prussian Baron von Steuben arrives at Valley Forge
	Feb 23 1778

	France signs treaty of alliance with the Americans
	Feb 1778

	British Parliament creates a Peace Commission to negotiate with the Colonies, offers to meet all demands short of independence—Congress declines.
	Mar 1778

	Clinton replaces Howe in Philadelphia-withdraws British forces in Pennsylvania  to New York
	Jun 1778

	France declares war on Great Britain
	Jul 10, 1778

	French fleet under D’Estaing with an American land force attempts unsuccessful siege of Newport, RI—Gale drives French out of Narragansett into aborted encounter with British fleet under Howe—D’Estaing departs for the West Indies. 
	Aug 1778

	British take Savannah, GA
	Dec 1778

	Spain declares war on Great Britain but does not ally with the Americans
	Jun 16, 1779

	D’Estaing fleet and American troops conduct unsuccessful attack on Savannah—D’Estaing returns to France (guillotined 1794)
	Sep-Oct 1779

	British evacuate Newport, RI.
	Oct 1779

	British take Charleston, SC, in worst American defeat of war.
	May 1780

	Count Rochambeau arrives in Newport with 6,000 French soldiers—blockaded there by British.   Rochambeau carries orders rendering Washington a Marshal of France, making him the senior officer of French forces in the theater.
	Jul 11, 1780

	Battle of King’s Mountain—British commander, Cornwallis abandons operations in North Carolina.
	Oct 7, 1780

	Battles of Cowpens and Guilford Courthouse force Cornwallis to abandon southern operation and head for Virginia.
	Jan-Mar 1781

	Washington convinces Rochambeau to join in a combined naval and land attack on New York.
	May 21, 1781

	Cornwallis arrives in Yorktown.
	

	Washington abandons plan to attack New York after learning Comte de Grasse with 29 ships of the line and 3,000 troops are headed for the Chesapeake.  Washington and Rochambeau move their forces to Philadelphia.
	Aug 1781

	Comte De Grasse’s fleet arrives off Yorktown, joins with Lafayette’s American troops to cut off Cornwallis from land and sea.
	Aug 31, 1781

	Battle of the Chesapeake, de Grasse defeats British fleet under Graves who withdraws to New York abandoning Cornwallis.
	Sep 5-8, 1781

	De Grasse moves Washington and Rochambeau’s army from Philadelphia to Yorktown.
	Sep 14-24, 1781

	Washington’s 17,000-man army (nearly 8,000 French) begins siege of Cornwallis’ nearly 8,000 men in Yorktown.
	Sep 28, 1781

	Cornwallis surrenders.
	Oct 19, 1781

	Clinton arrives in the Chesapeake with 7,000 reinforcements—returns to New York after learning of Cornwallis’ fate.
	Oct 24, 1781

	British withdraw from North Carolina.
	Jan 1782

	House of Commons votes to end war.
	Feb 27, 1782

	British Prime Minister Lord North resigns—is replaced by Lord Rockingham who seeks immediate negotiations with the Americans.
	Mar 20, 1782

	Carleton replaces Clinton to implement new British policy—withdrawal of troops from America.
	Apr 4, 1782

	Battle of the Saintes--De Grasse’s fleet  is defeated in the West Indies by Admiral Rodney—Peace talks begin in Paris.
	Apr 12, 1782

	British withdraw from Georgia.
	Jun 11, 1782

	Fighting between British and American troops continues in South Carolina and Kentucky.
	Aug 1782

	Preliminary peace treaty is signed recognizing American independence.
	Nov 30, 1782

	British troops withdraw from South Carolina.
	Dec 14, 1782

	French object to the Americans signing peace treaty without consulting them.
	Dec 15, 1782

	French and Spanish sign preliminary peace treaty with Britain.
	Jan 20, 1783

	Britain declares an end to hostilities in America.
	Feb 4, 1783

	Washington convinces the officers of the Continental Army not to overthrow Congress (Newburgh Conspiracy).
	Mar 15, 1783

	Congress declares an end to the war.
	Apr 11, 1783

	Bulk of Continental Army disbands.
	Jun 23, 1783

	Total of Loyalists fleeing to Canada reaches 100,000 as 7,000 leave New York.
	Apr 26, 1783

	Treaty of Paris signed--officially ends war.
	Sep 3, 1783

	Washington disbands remainder of Continental Army .
	Nov 3, 1783

	Last British troops in America leave New York.
	Nov 25, 1783

	Washington resigns.
	Dec 23, 1783


