Korean War/Cold War Chronology


	Yalta Conference - Allies agree on four zones of occupation for Germany.
	Feb 1945

	VE Day - Victory in Europe 
	May 8, 1945

	Lend Lease Ends
	May 1945

	Potsdam Conference
	Jul 1945

	First atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima, killing 100,000
	Aug 6, 1945

	Soviet Union declares war on Japan.
	Aug 8, 1945

	Atomic bomb is dropped on Nagasaki, killing 70,000.
	Aug 9, 1945

	Japan surrenders on U.S.S. "Missouri in Tokyo Bay.
	Sep 2, 1945

	Kennan's "Long telegram."
	Feb 1946

	Churchill's "Iron Curtain" speech in Fulton, MO.
	Mar 1946

	Soviets withdraw from Iran
	May 1946

	Midterm elections give Republicans majority in the House 246-188 and in the Senate 51-45
	Nov 1946

	George C. Marshall becomes Secretary of State
	Jan 1947

	British announce pullout from Greece
	Feb 1947

	U.S. Aid under Truman Doctrine to Greece & Turkey to resist Communism.
	Mar 1947

	The Marshall Plan for Europe.  Kennan's "X" Article in Foreign Affairs.
	May 1947

	National Security Act establishes DOD, NSC, and CIA.
	Jul 1947

	Rio Pact signed--regional security pact for Western Hemisphere
	Sep 1947

	Czechoslovakian and Hungarian governments taken over by Communists.
	Feb 1948

	Yugoslavia breaks with USSR.
	Jun 1948

	Social Democratic Party (CIA sponsored) "wins" Italian election, Allies denied land access to West Berlin across Soviet East Germany.
	Apr 1948

	West begins Berlin Airlift.
	Jun 1948

	West Germany established.
	Sep 1948

	Truman defeats Dewey 49.5%-45.1%
	Nov 1948

	Dean Acheson becomes Secretary of State
	Jan 1949

	NATO founded.
	Apr 1949

	Berlin blockade lifted.
	May 1949

	U.S. begins to withdraw troops from South Korea
	Jun 1949

	U.S.S.R. tests atom bomb.
	Jul 1949

	Chinese Communists establish People’s Republic of China.
	Oct 1949

	Chiang Kai-shek evacuates to Formosa.
	Dec 1949

	Acheson’s "perimeter" speech, Japan, Okinawa, Philippines, Aleutians inside the perimeter to be defended

Formosa and South Korea outside
	Jan 12, 1950

	Joseph McCarthy speech announcing 57 communists in State Dept. (later 205, then 81)
	Feb 9, 1950

	Sino-Soviet Treaty signed
	Feb 14, 1949

	Truman approves NSC-68 
	Apr 12, 1950

	North Korea invades South Korea.
	Jun 24, 1950

	“July Debate”—MacArthur, John Allison call for unification of Korea – Bradley, JCS, George Kennan call for restoring boundary at 38th parallel
	Jul 1950

	Inchon landing
	Sep 15, 1950

	UN forces cross 38th parallel, 12 hours before UN passes resolution for "unified, independent, democratic Korea"
	Oct 8, 1950

	MacArthur and Truman meet on Wake Island
	Oct 15, 1950

	1st CCF attack on UN forces
	Oct 25, 1950

	1st Soviet MIG 15 jets appear over Korea
	Nov 1, 1950

	UN forces start final offensive toward Yalu
	Nov 24, 1950

	CCF begin massive attacks on UN forces.
	Nov 25, 1950

	Greece and Turkey join NATO.  U.S. explodes first thermonuclear bomb.  British test atom bomb.  
	Nov 1950

	Gen Walton Walker is killed in vehicle accident--Matthew Ridgway replaces him in command of the U.S. 8th Army
	Dec 23, 1950

	CCF halted at 38th parallel, MacArthur calls for all out war with China
	Dec 25, 1950

	CCF push UN forces back to the Han River
	Jan 1951

	Truman fires MacArthur, Ridgway replaces him as commander of UN forces
	Apr 11, 1951

	James Van Fleet assumes command of 8th Army
	Apr 15, 1951

	Ridgway’s “Killer” offensive pushes CCF back to 38th parallel
	Apr 21, 1951

	Peace talks begin.  Shift to Panmunjon in Nov 1951
	Jul 10, 1951

	Peace Treaty signed with Japan
	Sep 8, 1951

	Mark Clark replaces Ridgway in command of UN forces
	May 1952

	Eisenhower defeats Adlai Stevenson 55%-44%
	Nov 1952

	Van Fleet retires and charges he had been denied total victory in Korea by inadequate ammunition supply and by political decisions in Washington, D.C.
	Feb 1953

	Stalin dies.
	Mar 5, 1953

	Korean armistice signed
	Jun 26, 1953

	First Soviet thermonuclear bomb.
	Aug 1953

	Dien Bien Phu falls
	May 7, 1954

	Soviet troops withdraw from Austria. West Germany joins NATO.  Warsaw Pact formed.  First Quemoy-Matsu crisis.
	May 1955

	Khrushchev denounces Stalin and presents idea of peaceful coexistence with West.
	Feb 1955

	Soviet forces put down Hungarian Revolution.
	Nov 1955

	Suez crisis--Soviet Union threatens use of nuclear missiles against Britain and France.
	Oct 1956

	Sputnik proves Soviet capability for long ranged nuclear warheads.
	Oct 1957

	First U.S. satellite.  Second Quemoy-Matsu crisis.
	Feb 1958

	Khrushchev visits U.S.
	Sep 1958

	Khrushchev and Eisenhower meet at Camp David.
	Nov 1958

	Sino-Soviet split made public
	Apr 16, 1960

	U-2 incident causes Khrushchev to abandon Paris Summit conference, ending brief relaxation of Cold War.
	May 1960

	Soviet embassy ordered from Congo.
	Sep 1960

	Bay of Pigs Invasion.
	Apr 1961

	Berlin Wall erected.  
	Aug 1961

	Kennedy forces withdrawal of Soviet missiles from Cuba.
	Oct 1962
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