World War I Chronology


	Bismarck is dismissed by Kaiser Wilhelm II
	18 Mar 1890

	A deepened Kiel Canal opened by the Kaiser.
	23 Jun 1914

	Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria assassinated at Sarajevo.
	28 Jun 1914

	Austrian ultimatum presented to Serbia.
	23 Jul 1914

	Serbia orders mobilization.
	25 Jul 1914

	Austria starts mobilization on Russian border.
	26 Jul 1914

	Austria declares war on Serbia, attacks 29 Jul.
	28 Jul 1914

	Russia, Austria, Turkey announce general mobilization.
	31 Jul 1914

	Belgian, French mobilization begins.
	1 Aug 1914

	Germany orders general mobilization, declares war on Russia.
	1 Aug 1914

	German troops invade Luxembourg, France, and Poland.
	2 Aug 1914

	Germany declares war on France.
	3 Aug 1914

	Germany declares war and invades Belgium; 7 Aug captures Liege, 20 Aug Brussels.
	4 Aug 1914

	War declared between Germany and Britain.
	4 Aug 1914

	Austria declares war on Russia.
	5 Aug 1914

	Russia invades Prussia, 29 Aug Battle of Tannenberg.
	7 Aug - 1 Sep 1914

	Austria invades Poland.
	10 Aug - 20 Sep 1914

	France and Britain declare war on Austria.
	10 - 12 Aug 1914

	First Austrian invasion of Serbia.
	13 - 25 Aug 1914

	British Expeditionary Force (160,000) assembled in France
	14 Aug 1914

	Germans advance on Paris, French defeats at Charleroi, Namur.
	20 Aug - 5 Sep 1914

	Japan declares war on Germany.
	23 Aug 1914

	Austro-German invasion of Poland.
	3 Oct - 1 Nov 1914

	Antwerp falls.
	9 Oct 1914

	Turkey enters war on the side of Germany.
	29 Oct 1914

	Battle of Coronel (off the coast of Chile).
	1 Nov 1914

	Second Russian invasion of Prussia.
	2 - 13 Nov 1914

	Britain declares war on Turkey.
	5 Nov 1914

	Third Austrian invasion of Serbia, Belgrade captured 2 Dec.
	8 Nov - 15 Dec 1914

	Battle of the Falklands.
	8 Dec 1914

	First Zeppelin raid on London, 19 Jan, Battle of Dogger Bank 24 Jan.
	19 - 24 Jan 1915

	Turks make unsuccessful attack on Suez Canal.
	3 Feb 1915

	Russians driven from East Prussia.
	6 Feb - 21 Mar 1915

	German submarine blockade begins.
	18 Feb 1915

	British sea attacks on the Dardanelles: Clear entrance 26 Feb, attack on Narrows fails 18 Mar.
	19 Feb - 6 Apr 1915

	Under Generals Sir Ian Hamilton and d'Amade, British and French land forces concentrate outside the Dardanelles.
	9 Apr 1915

	Turks massacre 800,000 (?) Armenians.
	Apr - Jul 1915

	Second Battle of Ypres (poison gas used for the first time 22 Apr by the Germans).
	22 Apr - 24 May 1915

	British troops land at Gallipoli. Heavy fighting.
	25 - 28 Apr 1915

	Massive Austro - German attacks in Galicia (region SE of Warsaw). Severe Russian losses.
	28 Apr - 3 Jul 1915

	Lusitania torpedoed.
	7 May 1915

	British Coalition government formed.
	26 May 1915

	Germany stops submarine attacks on merchant vessels.
	30 Aug 1915

	Anglo - French attacks in Macedonia. 
	21 Sep – Dec 1915

	Allies declare war on Bulgaria.
	14 - 19 Oct 1915

	Lloyd George becomes Prime Minister.
	7 Dec 1915

	General Haig appointed Commander-in-Chief of British forces.
	19 Dec 1915

	Anzac and Sulva Bays (Gallipoli) evacuated.
	20 Dec 1915

	British begin conscription.
	10 Feb 1916

	Battle of Verdun.
	21 Feb - 6 Dec 1916

	Irish rebellion in Dublin, republic declared 24 Apr, leaders surrender 30 Apr, later court martialed & executed.
	24 - 30 Apr 1916

	Germany declares war on Portugal.
	9 Mar 1916

	Battle of Jutland.
	31 May - 1 Jun 1916

	Brusilov's massive Russian offensive in Galicia and southern Russia.
	4 Jun - 11 Aug 1916

	Death of Lord Kitchener (Drowned at sea when the Hampshire, voyaging to Russia, is sunk off the Orkneys).
	5 Jun 1916

	Franco - British Offensive:  Battle of the Somme 15 Sep First use of tanks.
	1 Jul – 19 Nov 1916

	Generals Hindenburg and Ludendorff take command of German armies.
	27 Aug 1916

	Rumania declares war on Austria.
	28 Aug 1916

	Germany declares war on Rumania.
	29 Aug 1916

	Austro - German attacks on Rumania - severe Rumanian losses.
	4 Oct - 23 Dec 1916

	Battle of the River Ancre - concludes the Battle of the Somme.
	9 Nov - 18 Nov 1916

	Emperor Franz Josef of Austria-Hungary, dies. Succeeded by his nephew, Karl I. 
	22 Nov 1916

	Lloyd George succeeds Asquith as British Prime Minister, forms new War Cabinet.
	7 Dec 1916

	Germany starts policy of unrestricted submarine warfare.
	1 Feb 1917

	USA severs diplomatic relations with Germany.
	3 Feb 1917

	German retreat to Hindenburg Line.
	21 Feb - 31 Mar 1917

	Revolution in Russia, Food riots in Petrograd, 13 Mar Provisional government formed, 15 Mar Tsar abdicates, and made prisoner 21 Mar.
	9 Mar 1917

	British capture Baghdad.
	11 Mar 1917

	USA declares war on Germany.
	6 Apr 1917

	Mutinies in French armies.
	Apr - Aug 1917

	Conscription begins in U.S.
	5 Jun 1917

	First American fighting contingent arrives in France.
	25 Jun 1917

	Greece breaks off relations with Germany and Austro-Hungary.
	30 Jun 1917

	Russian offensive in Galicia, 23 Jul Russians routed.
	1 Jul 1917

	First U.S. soldier drafted.
	20 Jul 1917

	China declares war on Germany and Austro-Hungary.
	14 Aug 1917

	Numerous German air raids on London and southeast England.
	2 - 30 Sep 1917

	First U.S. soldiers in ground combat.
	23 Oct 1917

	Austro-German attacks break through Italian defenses (Battle of Caporetto).
	24 Oct - 26 Dec 1917

	French and British troops move in to defend Northern Italy after Italy loses nearly 300,000 men taken prisoner and over 300,000 deserters.
	4 Nov 1917

	Kerensky government overthrown by Bolsheviks - Italian commander Cadorna replaced by Armando Diaz who places Italian troops into defensive positions.
	7 Nov 1917

	Bolshevist government formed in Russia.
	16 Nov 1917

	Clémenceau becomes French Prime Minister.
	15 Nov 1917

	Start of Battle of Cambrai - Massed tanks spearhead attack.
	20 Nov 1917

	USA declares war on Austria.
	7 Dec 1917

	Capture of Jerusalem by General Allenby.
	9 Dec 1917

	Peace negotiations started between Russia and Germany at Brest-Litovsk.
	15 Dec 1917

	Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed between Russia and Central Powers.
	3 Mar 1918

	Great German "Spring" attack launched. 
	21 Mar - 29 Apr 1918

	Germans begin shelling Paris.
	23 Mar 1918

	General Foch appointed Commander-in-Chief of all Allied Armies in France.
	14 Apr 1918

	Successful British Navy and Marine raid on Ger- man U-Boat base at Zeebrugge--sealed harbor.
	22 - 23 Apr 1918

	British soldiers landed at Murmansk.
	24 May 1918

	Second Battle of the Marne. Fifth and last German attack - the Friedensturm - of their Spring Offensive
	15 Jul - 4 Aug 1918

	Tsar and family shot at Ekaterinenburg.
	16 Jul 1918

	5,000 U.S. troops under British command land in Murmansk-Archangel region of European Russia.
	1 Aug 1918

	3 Aug British, 16 Aug Japanese, and 17 Aug (10,000) U.S. soldiers land at Vladivostok.
	3 Aug 1918

	1st U.S. Army organized by Pershing
	10 Aug 1918

	China declares war on Germany
	14 Aug 1918

	British offensive in Palestine. Defeat Turkish armies, enter Damascus 30 Sep.
	19 - 30 Sep 1918

	Bulgaria signs armistice with Allies, and surrenders 30 Sep.
	29 Sep 1918

	Fierce American fighting in the Argonne Forest, and Germans evacuate 9 Oct.
	28 Sep - 18 Oct 1918

	2nd U.S. Army formed by Pershing
	12 Oct 1918

	Proclamation in Prague of Czechoslovakian Republic.
	17 Oct 1918

	Germans halt unrestricted submarine warfare.
	21 Oct 1918

	Turkish army surrenders to British in Mesopotamia.
	25 - 30 Oct 1918

	Ludendorff resigns.
	26 Oct 1918

	Austro-Hungary applies to USA for armistice.
	27 Oct 1918

	Learning of German admiralty plan for a final assault on the Allied fleet--German sailors mutiny at Kiel.
	28 Oct - 3 Nov 1918

	Allies sign armistice with Turkey.
	30 Oct 1918

	Austrian soldiers seek armistice, Revolution in Vienna, Hostilities between Allies and Turkey end.
	31 Oct 1918

	Hostilities between Austro-Hungary and Allies come to an end.  Revolution in Hamburg.
	4 Nov 1918

	Marshal Foch receives German peace delegates.
	8 Nov 1918

	Revolution in Berlin.  
	9 Nov 1918

	Kaiser abdicates and flees with Crown Prince to Holland.  "Free German Republic" proclaimed.
	10 Nov 1918

	British enter Mons.  General armistice signed at 5 a.m. Hostilities come to an end at 11 a.m.
	11 Nov 1918

	Austro-Hungarian Emperor Karl I renounces political power but refuses to abdicate
	11 Nov 1918

	Allied soldiers begin their move towards Germany.  Poland declared an independent and sovereign state.
	16 Nov 1918

	German Battle Fleet surrenders to British off Firth of Forth.
	21 Nov 1918

	Yugo-Slav state proclaimed.
	23 Nov 1918

	Allied troops (over 200,000 U.S.) enter Germany.
	1 Dec 1918

	Spartacist (Communist) revolutionaries take over Munich and threaten to gain control of Germany
	Nov 1918 - Jan 1919

	Revolt in Munich suppressed by right-wing Frei Korps troops
	27 Apr 1919

	German colonies are distributed to British Empire, France, Italy, Spain, and Japan
	6 May 1919

	Versailles Treaty presented to the Germans
	7 May 1919

	German sailors scuttle Battle Fleet rather than turn the ships over to the Allies
	21 June 1919

	U.S. troops leave European Russia
	June 1919

	Treaty of Versailles is signed
	28 June 1919

	U.S. occupation troop strength reduced to 15,000
	Jan 1920

	U.S. troops leave Siberia
	April 1920

	U.S. troops leave Germany
	24 Jan 1923

	After Germans halt reparation payments, Belgian and French troops occupy Ruhr
	Jan 1923
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