THE DYNAMICS OF TOTAL WAR, 1914-1918
armistice  The cessation or suspension of hostilities pending a peace settlement.  It is not a treaty of peace, but affords the opportunity to reach one.

encirclement  German geopolitical idea that refers to policies aimed at systematically surrounding a state with hostile or potentially hostile powers.  Originally used in this way by German Chancellor Bulow in 1906 to weaken the alliance and entente agreements between Great Britain, France and Russia which he believed constituted a deliberately engineered diplomatic encirclement of Germany.

nom de guerre  In French, "name in war" or "alias in war." Stalin, Lenin, and Ataturk were noms de guerre adopted to conceal the real identities of these individuals.

poilu  Slang term for French soldier, particularly in the front line.  Literally "hairy," and may have been applied because of the unshaven appearance of many of these soldiers due to prolonged combat.

schwerpunkt  A German term referring to that point on the battlefield at which maximum force is employed to achieve an objective; an expression of the combination of objective, offensive and concentration.

Triple Alliance  A military alliance formed among Austria-Hungary, Germany, and Italy in 1882 for the purpose of mutual protection against possible aggression by France or Russia.

Triple Entente  Also referred to as Entente Cordiale.  An "understanding" which coalesced by 1907 between Great Britain, France and Russia to counterbalance the Triple Alliance.  Great Britain was alarmed by Germany's challenge at sea, France was in constant apprehension about a German attack, and Russia feared Austro-Hungarian ambitions in the Balkans.

worst case analysis  Rests on the most pessimistic assumptions and estimates of potential adversaries.  Use of worst case analysis can lead to a "self-fulfilling prophecy," e.g., German expectations of a two-front war with France and Russia led to the development of the Schlieffen Plan, which, if implemented, ensured the worst case analysis would occur.
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