STRATEGY AND POLICY IN THE NAPOLEONIC ERA: EUROPE 1792-1815
ancien régime  In French , "old regime"; any French regime before the 1789 revolution.

canister shot  A cylindrical metal container packed with small projectiles.  The shot scatters upon firing.  Designed to kill or injure people rather than to damage buildings or equipment.

concert system  The concert system arose out of the deliberations of the Congress of Vienna in 1815.  It refers to the ad hoc system of conferences held by the major powers to regulate diplomatic crises in Europe between 1815 and 1854.

coup d’état  In French, "strike at the state."  A term commonly applied to the act to  overthrow a government without causing revolution or civil war.

coup de main  A sudden attack in force.

Grande Armée  The French name applied to the principal field army of Napoleon, formed in 1804, in expectation of the invasion of England.  It was first employed as the Imperial Army in the Ulm-Austerlitz campaign of 1805.  The Grande Armée of 1805-1806 numbered some 200,000 men, two-thirds of them veterans.  It was the best trained, equipped and led of Napoleon's armies, and was the instrument of his greatest victories.  The Grande Armée suffered prolonged attrition in suppressing the Spanish insurgency after 1808, and the remainder was largely destroyed in the 1812 Russian campaign.

grande batterie  A concept devised by Napoleon for massing artillery to support his main attack.  Hitting the enemy's front line with concentrated artillery fire would cut a breach and permit the infantry to advance.

grapeshot  A type of ammunition composed of a number of iron balls about twice the size of a musket ball, placed in three layers, separated by metal plates inside a shell and fired from a cannon.  Generally used at short range against attacking troops.

Holy Alliance  An agreement in 1815 among Russia, Prussia, and Austria to apply the principles and ethics of Christianity to the rule of their peoples and to the conduct of relations among themselves.

howitzer  A short cannon used to fire projectiles at medium muzzle velocity and with relatively high trajectories.

Jacobins  A coalition of revolutionary, democratic elements, characterized by political radicalism during the French revolution.

levée en masse  Universal conscription.  In August 1793, the Committee for Public Safety decreed conscription of the entire male population of France, thus enabling the nation to put fourteen armies (about 1.1 million men) into the field very quickly.  Previously, most armies had to depend on hiring mercenaries when military expansion was required.

Napoleonic Code  Systemized collection of civil laws of France compiled in 1804 by order of Napoleon.  This code served subsequently as a model of modern codified laws throughout the world, with the exception of Islamic laws and common law systems.

Napoleon gun  A smoothbore bronze gun-howitzer of the early 19th century.  The Napoleon gun was served by five or six men and fired a 12 pound ball of about four and one-half inch diameter, up to distances of one mile.  Two rounds of solid shot, or four rounds of canister per minute could be fired by an efficient crew.

nationalism  Devotion to one's nation; national aspiration; a policy of national independence.

Quadruple Alliance  During the Congress of Vienna in 1815, when Europe was rearranged after the defeat of Napoleonic France, a postwar alliance was formed by Russia, England, Austria, and Prussia to carry into peace their victorious wartime coalition.  Its purpose was to prevent France from re-emerging as an empire and experimenter with "revolutionary principles", and for the maintenance of the peace in Europe.

skirmisher  A lightly armed or specially trained soldier whose purpose is to engage in small actions, often in front of the main body.

tirailleur   French term for a skirmisher, a rifleman or a light infantryman.  Tirailleur came into use during the Napoleonic era, and was used thereafter to denote troops armed with rifles.

voltigeurs  French light infantry of the 18th and 19th centuries.

windward  Upwind.  A position of advantage.  A vessel to windward had the option of engaging or refusing combat.  See leeward.
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