LOOKING AT POLICY AND WAR

aggression  An attack or act of hostility, often the first act leading to a war.

alliance  A formal agreement, especially between sovereign states, to combine efforts toward common objectives, interests, a united offense and/or defense.  The common usage implies that an "alliance" is a more formal combination than a coalition and more apt to apply between states rather than in domestic politics.

Bologna flask  An unannealed bottle susceptible to shattering with the slightest disturbance. (See "On War," p.572)

casus belli  Event leading to or justifying war.

coalition  Cooperation for combined action of distinct parties, persons or states without incorporation into one formal body.  The common usage implies less formality in international affairs than "alliance." "Coalition" is frequently used to describe cooperation within a state, i.e. "coalition government."

concert of powers  An agreement between two or more states on preserving or sustaining a certain status quo.  In international politics, it also means the coordinated action by two or more states against one or more states.  See "concert system" Napoleonic Case study.

coup d’oeil  The rapid action or capability of taking a general view of a position and estimating its advantages or disadvantages.  The ability to assess a combat situation rapidly, correctly, and act decisively.  In today's jargon, the ability to quickly get the big picture." Intuition.

dialectic  The art of critical examination into the truth of an argument or opinion; the investigation of truth by discussion.  A testing of truth by contrasting opposites.

guerrilla (guerrilla warfare)  An irregular war carried on by small bodies of men acting independent of central authority.  First appeared in the English language about 1810 in the correspondence of Wellington from Spain.

hegemony  Leadership, predominance, preponderance, especially of one state, of a confederacy, or of a union over others.

interceptive war  A state about to be attacked has reliable intelligence on the impending attack, is ready to retaliate, but waits for the attacker to make the first move.

jihad  In Arabic, Farsi, Afghan, and other Eastern languages of the Islamic people, "holy war."

Machiavellian  Of, or pertaining to, or characteristic of Machiavelli, or his alleged principles; following the methods recommended by Machiavelli in preferring expediency to morality; practicing duplicity in statecraft or in general conduct; astute, cunning, intriguing.

Manichean  Usual usage is to indicate a black or white view, either/or, no gray area, i.e. communism is pure evil.  One with a "Manichean view" takes absolutist positions and does not permit compromise.

milieu  A medium, environment, surroundings.

neutrality  A neutral attitude between contending parties or powers; abstention from taking any part in a war between other states.  If a state wishes to adopt a position of neutrality between two or more states, it has an obligation under international law to refrain from aiding any war-making party, or from allowing belligerents to use its territory for any warlike purpose.

paradigm  A case or example to be regarded as representative or typical.  Dominant view/method/outlook, usually one accepted without question at any particular time.

preemptive war  A preemptive war is one in which the country initiating hostilities does so not for an inherently aggressive motive, but because it is certain that it is about to be attacked.

preventive war  Deliberate decision to initiate military violence because the initiator perceives that he has a preponderance of power in his favor, but this advantage is perceived to be transitory and his potential adversary may overtake him in the future.

raison d’état  In French, "reason of the state."  Also, a political concept emphasizing the existence of the state as an end in itself, which, in the final analysis, has the right to employ any means it chooses for the protection of its continued existence.

Realpolilik  Practical politics; policy determined by practical, rather than moral or ideological, considerations.  It has been most often used to describe Bismarck's policies and indicates attention to detail, and a willingness to use force if necessary.

rebellion  Organized armed resistance to the ruler of one's country, insurrection, revolt.  Whether it's a "rebellion" or a "war of liberation" depends upon your point of view.

reprisal  A retaliatory act by one state against another in response to some injury.  Strictly speaking, a form of retaliation short of war.  Fear of reprisals is an important sanction underlying the effectiveness of international norms of behavior.  In a more practical sense, the infliction of similar or more severe punishment on the enemy in response to some act committed, e.g. an execution of prisoners of war in response to some act by the enemy.

retaliation  The return of like for like punishment or penalty similar to injury done.

sovereignty  Total and unreserved independence of a state, or a state able to make decisions without outside influence.

stratagem  An operation or act of generalship; usually, an artifice, deception, or trick designed to outwit or surprise the enemy.

war of annihilation  To decimate an enemy, to put an enemy in utter rout.

war of attrition  Usually armed conflict of prolonged duration, which is characterized by the wearing down of the enemy's strength and morale by military operations.
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