THE COLD WAR

A Chronology(
1945

September 11-October 3.  Council of Foreign Ministers Meeting in London.  The foreign ministers, representing China, France, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and the United States, met with little success in London to consider a number of important issues, including peace treaties for the defeated Axis powers, the occupation of Japan, the disposition of Italy’s colonies, the British presence in Greece, the composition of the Bulgarian and Romanian governments, territorial boundaries, and reparations.

October 23.  President Truman, before a joint session of Congress, called for a program of universal military training.

December 15-December 27.  Moscow Conference.  Secretary of State James Byrnes, along with his British counterpart, met in Moscow with Soviet leaders, including Stalin.

1946

January 19.  Iran, at the first session of the United Nations, charged the Soviet Union with interfering in its internal affairs.  The United States supported Iran’s complaint.

February 9.  Stalin delivered his famous election speech, highlighting the ideological differences between the Soviet Union and the West.

February 22.  George Kennan, an American diplomat in Moscow, sent to the State Department the so-called long telegram, about 8,000 words, analyzing Soviet foreign policy behavior.

March 5.  Winston Churchill delivered the so-called Iron Curtain speech at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri.

April 4.  Soviet-Iranian Agreement.  The Soviet Union agreed to withdraw its troops from Iran.

April 25-July 12.  Council of Foreign Ministers met in Paris.  The meeting failed to produce an agreement on a peace treaty for Germany.

June 14.  Baruch Plan.  The United States presented proposals for the international control and supervision of atomic energy at the first meeting of the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission.   These proposals were called the Baruch Plan, after Bernard Baruch, the famous American financier and adviser to President Truman.  The Soviets would reject the Baruch plan.

August 7.  The Soviet Union proposed to Turkey that it share in the administration and defense of the Straits connecting the Aegean to the Black Sea.  Turkey, backed by the United States, rejected the Soviet proposal.

September 6.  Secretary of State James Byrnes, in a speech in Stuttgart, Germany, called for the establishment of a provisional German government and the improvement of economic conditions within Germany by eliminating economic barriers between the German zones of occupation.

September 24.  Stalin, in reply to questions put to him by a British journalist, said that nuclear weapons could not decide the outcome of a war and the United States’ monopoly of nuclear weapons would not last much longer.

1947

January 5.  The United States sent diplomatic notes to Britain and the Soviet Union, charging that the Polish government was using violence to eliminate political opponents and hamper the electoral efforts of those not associated with the communists.

January.  George C. Marshall becomes Secretary of State.

March 12.  Truman Doctrine.  President Truman, before a joint session of Congress, called for economic and military assistance for those countries fighting communism.  Truman stated: “Totalitarian regimes imposed on free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace and hence the security of the United States.”

March 21.  Secretary of State George Marshall, at a meeting in Moscow of the Council of Foreign Ministers, called for the establishment of a provisional German government, leading to the writing of a constitution protecting political parties, free elections, and freedom of speech, religion, and assembly.  The Soviets rejected Marshall’s proposal.

June 5.  The Marshall Plan.  Secretary of State Marshall, in a speech at Harvard University, presented an administration plan to bring about economic recovery in Europe.  The European Recovery Program, as it was officially called, becomes known as the Marshall Plan.

July 2.  Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov announced that the Soviet Union would not participate in the Marshall Plan.

August 26.  The United States presented a proposal to bring about the unification of Korea.  The Soviets rejected this plan.

September 18.  Deputy Foreign Minister Andrei Vishinsky, in a speech at the United Nations, criticized the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, and accused the United States government of engaging in “criminal propaganda for a new war.”

October 5.  Cominform established.  The Soviet Union announced that the communist parties of Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union, and Yugoslavia had established a Communist Information Bureau (the Cominform).  The Cominform’s manifesto urged communists everywhere to oppose United States’ policies.

October 22.  Zhdanov Two-Camp Theory.  The contents of a speech by Andrei Zhdanov, a member of the Soviet Politburo, at the conference establishing the Cominform was published.  The world, according to Zhdanov, was divided into two camps, the imperialist and the anti-imperialist.  All countries were in one camp or the other.  He called upon communists to oppose American imperialism.

November 25-December 15.  London Conference of the Council of Foreign Ministers.  Secretary of State Marshall, in a speech after the conference’s conclusion, stated that the negotiations failed to agree on peace treaties for Germany and Austria.  Marshall accused the Soviet Union of wanting to maintain control over East Germany.

1948

February 25.  Czech coup.  The communists seized control of the Czech government.

April 3.  Marshall Plan signed into law.

February-June.  London Conference on West Germany led to agreement between Britain, France, and the United States on the establishment of a West German state.

June 24.  Berlin Blockade.  Soviet forces implemented a blockade of Berlin, halting railroad traffic, which was the main way of moving food and fuel into the city.

June 26.  Berlin Airlift.  The United States announced an airlift to carry food and fuel into Berlin.

1949

January.  Dean Acheson became Secretary of State.

April 4.  President Truman signed the treaty creating the Atlantic Alliance.

May 4.  End of the Berlin Blockade.  Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States issued a joint statement declaring that the Berlin blockade would be lifted.

September 21.  The Federal Republic of Germany was officially established.

September 23.  President Truman issued a statement that the Soviet Union had tested a nuclear device during the previous month.

1950

January 10.  The Soviet Union walked out of the United Nations Security Council and stated that it would not take part in any Security Council functions until the Nationalist Chinese government was expelled and the communist delegation seated.

January 12.  Secretary of State Acheson delivered a speech at the National Press Club in Washington, defining the United States’ defense perimeter in Asia.

January 26.  The United States and South Korea signed a mutual defense assistance agreement.

January 31.  President Truman ordered a comprehensive review of Soviet-American relations.  This review was intended to assess the nature of the Soviet threat and the American response to it.  Paul Nitze, the director of the policy planning staff at the Department of State, led the group carrying out the study, which produced NSC-68 in April.

February 14.  Sino-Soviet Treaty.  The Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China signed a thirty-year treaty, in which they pledged to assist each other if either was attacked, and they agreed  to “develop and consolidate economic and cultural ties.”

June 25.  North Korean military forces invade South Korea.

June 27.  The United Nations Security Council voted to send military units to help South Korea defend itself against the North Korean attack.  The Soviet Union, which was boycotting the council meeting, could not veto the resolution.  President Truman ordered American air and naval units to help defend South Korea.

August 8.  George Kennan, counselor at the American embassy in Moscow, maintained in an analysis for the State Department that the Soviet Union was not likely to start a larger war.

October.  Chinese troops entered the Korean conflict, driving United Nations forces back toward the thirty-eight parallel.

November 30.  President Truman triggered a controversy when, in a news conference, he said that the United States was considering the use of nuclear weapons in Korea.  This comment disturbed the United States’ European allies.

1951

August 2.  A National Intelligence Estimate report concluded that the Soviet Union was unlikely to seek a general war because of the United States’ superiority in nuclear weapons.  The report also warned that the Soviet Union was seeking to prevent the rearmament of Germany and Japan.

September 8.  Japanese Peace Treaty.  Forty-nine countries attending a conference in San Francisco signed the Japanese peace treaty.  The Soviet Union refused to sign.

1952

November 1.  United States tests hydrogen bomb.

1953

March 5.  Stalin died.

June.  Uprising in Berlin put down by Soviet forces.

July 27.  Korean armistice signed.

August 20.  The Soviet Union announced that it had exploded a hydrogen bomb.

1954

January 12.  John Foster Dulles, the American secretary of state, in a speech in New York City, outlined a new nuclear strategy for the United States that became known as “massive retaliation.”  This strategy called for the United States “to retaliate instantly and at places of our own choosing” in response to communist aggression.  This strategy formed part of the Eisenhower administration’s strategic program entitled the New Look.

February.  Soviet Foreign Minister Molotov, at a foreign ministers meeting in Berlin, proposes a draft peace treaty for Germany, the withdrawal of all occupation forces from Germany, and a prohibition on Germany joining any military alliance.  The Western powers rejected the Soviet proposals.

May-July.  Geneva Conference on Indochina.

1955

May 6.  Germany joined NATO.

May 14.  Warsaw Treaty.  Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, the German democratic Republic, Poland, Romania, and the Soviet Union signed a treaty establishing the Warsaw Treaty Organization.

May 15.  Austrian Treaty signed.  Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States signed a treaty ending the occupation of Austria.  This treaty required that Austria refrain from joining any military alliances.

July 18-23.  The Big Four Geneva summit meeting occurred.  This summit was the first meeting of top Soviet-American leaders since the 1945 Potsdam conference.  The Big Four leaders agreed to hold a follow-up conference of foreign ministers to discuss German unification, disarmament, and east-west contacts.

July 21.  At the Geneva summit meeting, President Eisenhower presents his “Open Skies” plan, designed to protect nations against military buildup and surprise attack.

November 4.  At a meeting of foreign ministers in Geneva, Britain, France, and the United States advance a plan for free elections in Germany, leading to German reunification.  The Soviets reject the proposal.

1956

February 14.  First Secretary Nikita Khrushchev, in a speech to the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party, modified the Leninist doctrine on the inevitability of war and supported a policy of “peaceful coexistence” with the West.

February 25.  Khrushchev, taking delegates at the party congress by surprise,  delivered a “secret speech” to denounce Stalin for his crimes.

April 23.  Khrushchev, during a visit to Britain, stated that the Soviet Union would develop missiles capable of delivering a nuclear warhead on targets anywhere in the world.

October-November.  Soviet forces brutally crush an uprising in Hungary.

1957

February 15.  Andrei Gromyko became Soviet foreign minister.

August 27.  The Soviet government announced that it had successfully tested an intercontinental-ballistic missile (ICBM).

October 4.  Soviets launched Sputnik, the first earth satellite, into orbit.  Sputnik created the perception that the Soviet Union was ahead of the United States in technology.

December 17.  The United States successfully launched an ICBM from Cape Canaveral.

1958

February 1.  The United States successfully launched an earth satellite into orbit.

September 11.  President Eisenhower, in an address to the country, stated that the United States would carry out its treaty commitments to defend Taiwan and the islands of Quemoy and Matsu, located off the coast of the Chinese mainland.  These offshore islands, garrisoned by Taiwanese troops, were bombarded by Chinese communist artillery.  The communists bombardment and attempts to interfere with the supply of these islands appeared as a prelude to invasion.

November 10.  Khrushchev declared in a speech that the Soviet Union intended to change unilaterally the status of Berlin, with the result that the Western powers—that is, Britain, France, and the United States—would need to deal with the East German government about questions regarding the city.

November 27.  The Soviet Union, in diplomatic notes to Britain, France, and the United States, stated that the international agreements providing the legal basis for the four-power occupation of Germany were no longer valid.  The Soviets threatened to turn control over access to the city to the East German regime.  This Soviet move was meant to bring an end to the Western presence in Berlin.

December 31.  The United States responded to the Soviet ultimatum on Berlin, vowing to continue the Western presence in Berlin.

1959

July 25.  Vice President Richard Nixon and Khrushchev engaged in their famous kitchen “debate” at the United States National Exhibition in Moscow.  Khrushchev stated during the debate that the Soviet Union would surpass the United States in standard of living.

July 28.  Khrushchev called for a four-power summit meeting to deal with Berlin.  He stated that, if a war broke out with Germany, he told Nixon the Soviets could “wipe West Germany from the face of the earth.”

September 15.  Khrushchev became the first Soviet leader to visit the United States.  While in the United States, he held a summit meeting with President Eisenhower, addressed the United Nations, and toured the country.

September 27.  Eisenhower and Khrushchev issued a joint statement at the conclusion of their talks at Camp David.  Khrushchev extended an invitation to Eisenhower to visit the Soviet Union.

1960

January 17.  The White House announced that President Eisenhower would visit the Soviet Union in mid-June.

May 5.  Khrushchev announced that an American U-2 airplane on an intelligence-gathering mission had been shot down the day before.

May 7.  The Soviets confirmed that Francis Gary Powers, the pilot of the U-2 aircraft, had been captured.  The State Department admitted that the U-2 was on an intelligence-gathering mission.

May 10.  The Soviet Union sent a note to the United states that said Francis Gary Powers would be brought to trial.

May 11.  Khrushchev, at a news conference, said that U-2 flights were an act of aggression and could lead to war.  He also suggested that President Eisenhower would not be well received if he visited the Soviet Union.

May 16.  Khrushchev, in Paris for a “Big Four” summit, stated that the U-2 incident had doomed the summit.  He wanted President Eisenhower to apologize for the incident, promise that no further flights would occur, and punish those responsible for the flight.  Eisenhower accused Khrushchev with wanting to wreck the summit.

May 25.  In a major address, Eisenhower accepted full responsibility for the government’s actions in taking steps to obtain intelligence and blamed the breakdown of the Paris summit on Khrushchev.

July 9.  Khrushchev warned in a speech that the Soviet Union would come to the assistance of Cuba if the United States attacked it.  He stated that the Soviet Union possessed missiles that could hit targets in the United States.

September-October.  Khrushchev, in speeches at the United Nations in New York, called for major changes in the international body, including that it move out of the United States, seat communist China, and restructure its secretariat.  In these speeches, he also denounced the actions of the United States government.

1961

January 6.  In a widely publicized speech, Khrushchev stated that the Soviet Union supported wars of national liberation in the developing world.

April.  Failed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba by anti-Castro forces.

June 3-4.  President Kennedy and Khrushchev held a summit meeting in Vienna.  Khrushchev reopened the issue of Berlin’s status, by threatening to conclude a peace treaty with East Germany, giving the east German regime control of access to Berlin, and calling for the removal of Western forces from the city.

August 13.  The communists began erecting the Berlin Wall to prevent residents of East Germany from fleeing to the West.

1962

February 10.  The Soviet government announced that Francis Gary Powers had been pardoned and would be allowed to return to the United States.  Powers was the pilot of the U-2 aircraft shot down on May 1, 1960.  In exchange for the release of Powers, the United States released Rudolph Abel, a Soviet spy.

June 16.  Secretary of Defense Robert Strange McNamara presented a speech on nuclear strategy at the University of Michigan graduation in Ann Arbor.  McNamara stated that the United States intended to confine its nuclear forces to striking military targets in case of war and possessed sufficient nuclear forces in reserve to deter attacks on American cities.

July 13.  The participants at a conference in Geneva on Laos signed an agreement designating Laos as a neutral country.  The agreement was violated by the communists, who wanted to use Laos as a staging area for attacks on South Vietnam.  The so-called Ho Chi Minh trail through Laos was used by the North Vietnamese to wage their war in South Vietnam.

August.  Tensions rose in Berlin as shootings took place of Germans attempting to flee East Germany along the Wall.

August 29.  Kennedy, in response to a question at a news conference, stated that he did not support invading Cuba to overthrow the Castro regime.

September 4.  The White House issued a statement by Kennedy that expressed United States’ concerns about Soviet efforts to bolster the military power of the Castro regime in Cuba.  Kennedy noted that there was no evidence of offensive missiles in Cuba “or of other significant offensive capabilities,” but “were it to be otherwise, the gravest issues will arise.”

September 11.  The Soviet government issued a statement declaring that the arms sent to Cuba were only for defensive purposes.  The statement also declared that the Soviet Union would come to the assistance of Castro’s regime if the United States attacked.

September 13.  In a statement at a press conference, Kennedy said that, if Cuba “become an offensive military base of any significant capacity for the Soviet Union,” then the United States would do whatever was necessary to protect its national interest.

September 21.  Gromyko, in a speech at the United nations, accused the United States of committing aggression against the Castro regime.  He warned that an American attack on Cuba would mean war with the Soviet Union.

October 22.  In a major address, Kennedy stated that evidence now showed the construction of Soviet missile sites in Cuba.  He said that Soviet officials, including Gromyko, had lied about the type of weapons sent by the Soviet Union to Cuba.  The United States would “quarantine” all offensive weapons going to Cuba, and Kennedy warned that, if any missiles were launched from Cuba, the United States would retaliate by striking the Soviet Union.  In a message to Khrushchev, Kennedy warned that the United States was determined to have the Soviet missiles removed from Cuba.  This marked the beginning of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

October 27.  Khrushchev stated in a message that the Soviet Union would remove its missiles from Cuba if the United States agreed not to invade Cuba and to remove American missiles in Turkey.  Kennedy pledged that the United States would not invade Cuba if the Soviets removed the missiles.

October 28.  Khrushchev agreed to remove Soviet missiles from Cuba, and the White House issued a statement welcoming his decision.  Khrushchev’s decision ended one of the most dangerous confrontations of the Cold War.

December 21.  The American and British governments issued a statement saying that the United States would make Polaris submarine-launched ballistic missiles available to Britain.

1963

May 23.  Khrushchev, in a speech given during the visit of Castro to the Soviet Union, warned the United States not to attack Cuba.  He reiterated his support for wars of national liberation in the developing world.

June 10.  In a speech at American University in Washington, Kennedy spoke about improving Soviet-American relations and ending the arms race.

June 20.  The United States and the Soviet Union agree to establish a direct “hotline” communications link between the two countries for use in a crisis.

June 26.  Kennedy, in a speech in Berlin, called the Wall “an offence against humanity.”  In this speech, he stated: “Ich bin ein Berliner.”

August 5.  Britain, the Soviet Union, and the United States sign the Limited Test Ban Treaty, prohibiting the testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere, underwater, and in outer space.

October 9.  Kennedy announced a deal to permit the sale of American wheat to the Soviet Union.

November 22.  President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas.

1964

October 14.  Khrushchev was removed from power.  Aleksei Kosygin emerged as premier and Leonid Brezhnev took over as first secretary of the communist party.

October 16.  China exploded its first nuclear device.

1965

February 7.  The White House announced that President Johnson had ordered air attacks against North Vietnam in response to communist attacks on American forces in Southeast Asia.  Soviet premier Kosygin, in a speech in North Vietnam, assured North Vietnamese leaders that the Soviet Union would provide them with assistance to deal with the attacks launched by the United States.

April 28.  President Johnson ordered American forces to the Dominican Republic.  In a subsequent speech, Johnson stated that the American troops were required to prevent the communists from seizing control of the country.  The president said another communist government in the western hemisphere must not be tolerated.

1966

March 29.  Brezhnev, in a speech to the Twenty-third Party Congress, blamed the United States for the deterioration in Soviet-American relations.  While espousing the policy of peaceful coexistence, he also supported Soviet assistance for wars of national liberation and military aid to enable North Vietnam to defeat the United States.

1967

January 13.  Brezhnev, in a speech, declared that the war in Vietnam was “the most acute problem of world politics in our day.”  He condemned the United States for the bombing of North Vietnam and labeled American actions “disgraceful.”

January 27.  Britain, the Soviet Union, the United States, and fifty-seven other countries signed a treaty governing the exploration and use of outer space.

April 6.  The first meeting occurred of NATO’s nuclear planning group.  This group was intended to allow NATO countries to exchange views concerning nuclear weapons.

June 5.  Fighting between Israel and Arab states began in the Middle East.  The next day, the United States and the Soviet Union supported a United Nations Security Council resolution calling for a cease-fire.

June 23.  Johnson met with Kosygin in Glassboro, New Jersey.  The two leaders discussed a range of issues, but most of their discussions dealt with the Middle East.  Secretary of Defense McNamara attempted to explain to Kosygin the value of reaching an arms control accord limiting ballistic-missile defenses.

September 18.  Secretary of Defense McNamara, in a speech in San Francisco, announced that the United States would develop an ABM system to defend the country from a Chinese nuclear attack or an accidental launch.  He also stated that the United States would be able to penetrate the ballistic-missile defenses under development by the Soviet Union.

September 29.  Secretary of Defense McNamara ststed in an interview that the United States would rely on MIRVed missiles to defeat Soviet ballistic-missile defense capabilities.

December 13.  The Harmel Report, prepared for the North Atlantic Council by a committee chaired by Belgium Foreign Minister Pierre Harmel, called for NATO to maintain sufficient military strength to protect itself and, at the same time, attempt to promote negotiations between East and West.  The report concluded that “military security and a policy of détente are not contradictory but complementary.”

December 14.  The ministers of the North Atlantic Council issued a statement, officially approving the strategy of flexible response.  This strategy required that NATO have an array of military forces and weapons to enable it to respond in a flexible way to military aggression by the Soviet Union.

1968

April 1.  Alexander Dubcek, Czechoslovakia’s leader, in a speech to the Central Committee of the Czech communist party, declared his determination to bring democracy to his country.

May 13.  Vietnam war peace talks began in Paris.

July 1.  Britain, the Soviet Union, and the United States signed the nuclear nonproliferation treaty.  The signatories agreed not to transfer nuclear weapons to other countries or to assist them in developing their own.

August 21.  Soviet and Warsaw Pact troops invaded Czechoslovakia because the country was threatened by “counterrevolutionary forces.”

November 13.  Brezhnev put forward the so-called Brezhnev Doctrine, which was a justification of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia.  This doctrine asserted that the Soviet Union had the right and obligation to use military force to prevent a “socialist system” from being overthrown.

1969

March 14.  President Nixon announced that he intended to proceed with an antiballistic-missile system designed to protect missile silos.  This so-called Safeguard would also offer some protection from a Chinese nuclear attack.

November 3.  President Nixon, in a speech, presented a strategic overview that has become known as the Nixon Doctrine.  The principal tenet of this doctrine was that the United States would depend upon allies in Asia to provide the ground forces required to fight communist threats.

November 17.  Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) began in Helsinki.  These talks sought to put limits on nuclear weapons and antiballistic-missile systems and would eventually lead to a treaty in May 1972.

December 19.  The State Department announced that the United States would ease restrictions on trade with communist China.

1970

January 20.  Representatives of the United States and communist China met in Warsaw.

April 30.  President Nixon, in a major address tot he American people, announced that American military forces were sent against communist bases in Cambodia.  The North Vietnamese used Cambodia as a sanctuary for attacks on South Vietnam.

October 8.  The famous Russian writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn won the Nobel Prize for literature.

1971

March 9.  Secretary of state William Rogers, in an interview, said that the United States would like to improve relations with communist China.

March 15.  The State Department announced it had lifted restrictions on travel to communist China.

April 7.  The United States Table Tennis Association accepted an invitation to send a team on a ten-day tour to communist China.

April 29.  In response to a question at a press conference, President Nixon stated that he would like to visit communist China.

July 9-11.  Henry Kissinger, President Nixon’s National Security Adviser, made a secret two-day trip to communist China.  During his stay, the Beijing regime issued an invitation to President Nixon to visit China.

July 15. President Nixon announced that he had received and accepted an invitation to visit China.

July 25.  Pravda denounced President Nixon’s upcoming visit to China was part of the United States’ aggressive policies.

September 30.  The United States and the Soviet Union signed an agreement to improve the direct communications link known as the Hot Line.

October 12.  President Nixon announced that he would visit the Soviet Union sometime in May 1972.

1972

February 21.  President Nixon arrived in China for a summit meeting with Chinese leaders.

February 27.  Shanghai Communiqué issued jointly by the United States and the Chinese communist government at the conclusion of President Nixon’s visit to China.  This communiqué provided a framework for governing Sino-American relations.  The United States wanted to ensure that the status of Taiwan was not settled for use of force.

May 22.  President Nixon arrived in Moscow, saying that he hoped negotiations rather than confrontation would characterize anew era in Soviet-American relations.

May 26.  At a summit in Moscow, President Nixon and Soviet General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev signed SALT I, which limited strategic offensive weapons.  The United States and the Soviet Union also concluded the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty, limiting anti-ballistic missile defenses.

May 29.  President Nixon and Brezhnev signed a Basic Principles Agreement, which was intended to provide a framework for governing Soviet-American relations.  This agreement, in part, called for the superpowers to avoid military confrontations.

May 31.  The United States and the Soviet Union issued a joint communiqué at the end of the Moscow summit.  Brezhnev accepted an invitation to visit the United States.

October 18.  The United States and the Soviet governments signed a three-year trade agreement that granted most-favored-nation status to the Soviet Union, subject to the approval of the United States Senate.

1973

January 27.  North Vietnam, South Vietnam, the United States, and the Viet Cong signed an agreement to bring peace to Southeast Asia.

February.  Henry Kissinger visited communist China, and the two governments agreed to establish a liaison office in each country.

June 16.  Brezhnev arrived in the United States for a summit meeting.

June 22.  President Nixon and Brezhnev signed an Agreement on the Prevention of Nuclear War.  Both countries declared their intention to refrain from creating situations that might lead to conflict.

August 22.  President Nixon, at a news conference, announced that Henry Kissinger would be nominated for the position of secretary of state.

September 11.  The military in Chile overthrew the government of President Salvador Allende, who died during the coup.

October.  The Yom Kippur War occurred in the Middle East.

October 24.  The Soviet Union, in a message to the American government, warned that it might unilaterally intervene with military forces in the Middle East to supervise a cease-fire authorized  by the United Nations.

October 25.  President Nixon, in an attempt to dissuade the Soviet Union from sending military forces to the Middle East, issued a world-wide alert of American forces.  The Soviets did not intervene.

October 30.  Negotiations began in Vienna to reach a mutual and balanced reduction of forces (MBFR) in Central Europe.

1974

June-July.  President Nixon arrived in Moscow for a summit meeting.

July 3.  The United States and the Soviet Union signed an agreement limiting each country to one ABM site, rather than the two agreed to in 1972.  The two governments also signed a Threshold Test Ban Treaty, prohibiting underground nuclear explosions above 150 kilotons.

August 8.  President Nixon, in a nationally televised speech, announced that he was resigning from office.  His resignation, which become effective at noon the next day, resulted from the Watergate scandal.

November 23-24.  President Ford traveled to the Soviet city of Vladivostok to meet with Brezhnev.  The two countries issued guidelines for reaching a further arms control agreement, known as SALT II.

1975

January 3.  President Ford signed the Trade Act, which granted most-favored-nation status.  The act, however, contained the so-called Jackson-Vanik amendment denying most-favored-nation status to any communist country that restricted emigration.

January 14.  The Soviet Union rejected the trade agreement because of the Jackson-Vanik amendment.

April.  The North Vietnamese break the cease-fire, undertaking a major offensive that destroys the independence of South Vietnam.

June 30.  Alexander Solzhenitsyn, in a speech in Washington, criticized the policy of détente and warned against making concessions to the Soviet Union in the hope that Moscow would change its international behavior.  The Soviet Union had deported Solzhenitsyn the year before.

July 30.  The final phase of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe opened in Helsinki.  President Ford and Brezhnev, who were both attending the conference in Helsinki, met to discuss ways to promote the ongoing SALT II.

August 1.  The United States, the Soviet Union, and 33 other member states of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) sign the Helsinki Final Act.  President Ford would defend the agreement and the principles for which it stood.

October 9.  Soviet physicist and dissident Andrei Sakharov won the Nobel Peace prize.

1976

February 10.  President Ford signed into law a Defense Department appropriation bill that contained the Tunney amendment, which prohibited the administration from aiding rebel groups in Angola that were fighting to topple the Soviet-backed government.

1977

January 18.  Brezhnev, in a speech in the Soviet city of Tula, called for arms control agreements to improve East-West relations.

March 30.  Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, at a news conference in Moscow, announced that the Soviet government had rejected American arms control proposals calling for reductions in the nuclear arsenals of the superpowers.

May 22.  President Carter, in a commencement address at the University of Notre Dame, explained his administration’s foreign policy.  He said that the United States was “now free of that inordinate fear of communism” that he believed had governed American policy in the past.  Carter stated his endorsement of détente.

June 9.  Joseph Luns, the Secretary General of NATO, announced that the Soviet Union had started deploying the mobile, intermediate-range ballistic missile, the SS-20, each armed with three warheads.  These missiles were to become a major issue in East-West relations.

June 30.  Carter announced at a news conference that he intended to cancel the B-1 bomber program.

1978

June 7.  Carter, in a commencement address at the United States Naval Academy, spoke about Soviet-American relations.  He criticized the Soviet government for failing to pursue a genuine détente between the two countries.  He stated: “The Soviet Union can choose either confrontation or cooperation.  The United States is adequately prepared to meet either choice.”  Carter’s pessimistic tone was in sharp contrast to his speech the previous year at the University of Notre Dame.

September 17.  Egypt, Israel, and the United States signed the Camp David Agreement, which tried to provide a framework for promoting peace in the Middle East.

December 15.  Carter announced that the United States and communist China had agreed to establish diplomatic relations.

1979

January 16.  Shah left Iran after government forces proved unable to control mounting revolutionary unrest.

January 29-February 1.  Chinese communist leader Deng Xiaoping visits the United States.  China and the United States signed agreements on science, technology, and culture.

February 1.  Revolutionary forces under the control of the Ayatollah Khomeini seize control of power in Iran.

June 8.  The White House announced that the President approved the production MX ICBM, although the administration had not yet decided how it would be based.

June 14-18.  Carter and Brezhnev held a summit meeting in Vienna.  The U.S. and the Soviet Union sign the  SALT II Treaty, replacing SALT I.

July 19.  The government of Anastasio Somoza in Nicaragua was overthrown by the Sandinistas, a Marxist party.

October 6.  In a speech in East Germany, Brezhnev said that the Soviet Union was willing to consider reducing the number of SS-20 missiles so long as the West did not deploy similar missiles.

November 4.  Iranian militants seize the American embassy in Tehran and hold the embassy personnel hostage.  They are not released until January 20, 1981.

December 12.  NATO foreign and defense ministers issued a communiqué after a special meeting in Brussels about the growing threat posed by the Soviet Union’s deployment of SS-20 missiles.  NATO ministers decided to deploy 108 Pershing II missile launchers and 464 ground-launched cruise missiles as a response to the Soviet missile buildup.  The ministers also concluded that any reductions in the planned NATO missile deployment should only occur if the Soviets made cuts in its weapons.  This so-called dual-track decision became a major issue in the Soviet Union’s relations with NATO.

December 25.  The Soviet Union began its invasion of Afghanistan.

1980

January 3.  Following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, President Carter withdrew the SALT II Treaty from Senate consideration.

January 7.  Carter directed an embargo of shipments of agricultural products, including wheat and corn, in retaliation for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

January 8.  In comments to members of Congress, Carter said that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan was the greatest threat to peace since World War II.

March 28.  Carter announced that the United States would not participate in the 1980 summer Olympic games in Moscow because of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

April 28.  Secretary of State Cyrus Vance resigned, in part, because he opposed the president’s decision to try and rescue the diplomatic personnel held hostage by Iranian militants.

August 5.  The New York Times reported that President Carter had signed Presidential Directive 59 (PD-59), which was an attempt to give the president more targeting options in case of a nuclear war.

1981

January 29.  President Reagan, in response to a question at a news conference, said that the Soviets believed that they had the “right to commit any crime, to lie, to cheat” to achieve their goals.

March 26.  The White House issued a statement expressing the administration’s concern about possible Soviet military intervention in Poland.  The statement said that Poland should be allowed to resolve its problems free from external interference.

June 16.  Secretary of State Alexander Haig, in a news conference in China, stated that the views of the Chinese and United States governments about the Soviet threat were similar.  He also announced that a Chinese military delegation would visit the United States to hold talks with the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

August 13.  In response to a question, President Reagan said that the United States would store neutron weapons but not deploy them to Europe.

November 18.  President Reagan, in a speech to the National Press Club, proposed a “zero option” plan to reach an arms control agreement on intermediate nuclear weapons.  The United States would agree not to deploy the Pershing II and ground-launched cruise missiles in Europe if the Soviet Union dismantled its SS-20 missiles.

November 23.  In a speech in the Federal Republic of Germany, Brezhnev denounced the American decision to deploy Pershing II and ground-launched cruise missiles in Europe, and stated that the Soviet Union would never accept President Reagan’s zero option for eliminating intermediate nuclear forces.

November 30.  The United States and the Soviet Union opened formal negotiations in Geneva on intermediate-range nuclear forces (INF).

December 13.  The communist government in Poland declared martial law, suppressing the activities of Solidarity, the Polish labor union.

December 23.  President Reagan announced that the United States would impose sanctions on Poland in response to the communist government’s decision to impose martial law.

1982

May 9.  President Reagan, in a speech at Eureka College, stated that he wanted the superpowers to begin strategic arms reduction talks (START).  He called for a one-third reduction in the total number of warheads, the abolition of land-based missiles with multiple warheads, and limits on the number of warheads deployed on land-based missiles.

June 8.  President Reagan, in a major address to the British Parliament, called on the West to promote democratic ideals.

November 8.  Secretary of State George Shultz stated that communist economies do not work very well in comparison to market economies.

November 10.  Brezhnev died and was succeeded by Yuri Andropov.

1983

January 17.  National Security Decision Directive Number 75, providing an overall blueprint for the Reagan administration’s policy and strategy toward the Soviet Union, is issued.

March 8.  President Reagan called the Soviet union an “evil empire” in a speech to the National Association of Evangelicals.

March 23.  President Reagan announced his intention to commit the United States to a research program to study the feasibility of defensive measures against ballistic missiles to maintain peace.  The program becomes known as the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI).

September 1.  The Soviet Union shot down a Korean passenger airliner, killing 269 people.  The plane had crossed by accident into Soviet airspace.  President Reagan, in a speech on September 5, would call the Soviet action a “crime against humanity.”  The Soviet government would allege that the Korean airliner was on a spy mission.

October 25.  An American military force invaded the island of Grenada.  President Reagan stated that the intervention was necessary to protect Americans in Grenada and restore democracy to the island.

November 23.  The Soviets refused to continue INF negotiations because NATO had started to deploy INF missiles in Europe.

1984

January 1.  Cruise missiles deployed in the United Kingdom became operational.

February 10.  Yuri Andropov died after leading the Soviet Union for a little more than a year.  Konstantin Chernenko succeeded him.

April 26.  President Reagan arrived in China for a six-day visit.

May 8.  The Soviet government announced that it would not participate in the Olympics scheduled for that summer in Los Angeles.

June 18.  President Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua met with Chernenko in Moscow.  The two leaders condemned United States policy in Central America.

1985

March 11.  General Secretary Konstantin Chernenko died and was succeeded by Mikhail Gorbachev.

July 2.  The Soviet government announced that Eduard Shevardnadze was succeeding Andrei Gromyko as foreign minister.  Gromyko had served as Soviet foreign minister for twenty-eight years.

July 8.  President Reagan, in a speech to the American Bar Association, castigated Cuba, Iran, Libya, Nicaragua, and North Korea as countries that support international terrorism.  He called these countries “outlaw states run by the strangest collection of misfits, loony tunes, and squalid criminals since the advent of the Third Reich.”

November 18.  President Reagan met with Gorbachev at a summit meeting in Geneva.  The two sides, in a joint statement issued at the end of the summit, agreed that “a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.”

1986

April 14.  American airplanes attacked Libya in response to its terrorist attacks against American military personnel in Berlin on April 5.

April 28.  The Soviet government announced that a nuclear accident had occurred in Chernobyl located in the Ukraine.

May 27.  President Reagan issued a statement that, since the Soviet Union had repeatedly violated arms control agreement, the United States would no longer be bound by the constraints of the SALT II accord.

October 11.  President Reagan and Gorbachev began a two-day summit meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland.  The summit took up the topic of arms control, and both sides considered drastic and dramatic reductions in their nuclear forces.  The Soviet Union, however, refused to go ahead with the arms control agreement outlined in the negotiations because of its opposition to SDI.

1987

February 20.  Secretary of State George Shultz, in a speech, stated that the sixty-year-long conflict between communism and freedom was largely over, and freedom had won.  He maintained that the Soviet Union was a global competitor only in the military sphere, and not in a political or economic sense.

June 12.  President Reagan, in a famous speech in Berlin, called on Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall.

December 8.  President Reagan welcomed Gorbachev to a summit meeting in Washington.  The U.S. and the Soviet Union sign the INF Treaty to eliminate all intermediate- and short-range land-based nuclear missiles, the first arms control agreement to eliminate an entire class of nuclear weapons.  The agreement features an extensive and comprehensive verification regime, including on-site inspections.

1988

April 14.  Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Soviet Union, and the United States signed an agreement, brokered with the backing of the United Nations, for Soviet forces to withdraw from Afghanistan.

May 29-June 1.  President Reagan arrives in Moscow for a summit with Soviet leaders.

December 7.  Gorbachev, in a visit to the United States to address the United Nations, held talks with President Reagan and President-elect George Bush.

1989

February 2.  MBFR negotiations end.  These talks, which had been underway since October 1973, did not produce an agreement about the reduction of forces in Europe.

February 15.  The Soviet Union completed the withdrawal of its forces from Afghanistan.

February 15-6.  President Bush was in China for a summit meeting with Chinese leaders.

June 4.  Free elections in Poland resulted in Solidarity winning a decisive victory over the communists.

July 21.  Soviet Marshal Sergei Akhromeyev made an historic appearance before the House Armed Services Committee.  He told members of Congress that the Soviet Union intended to follow a defensive military doctrine and reduce Soviet troop strength to the lowest possible level.

October 5.  Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze announced that the Soviet Union had discontinued military aid to Nicaragua.

October 25.  Gorbachev declared that the Soviet Union did not possess the right to intervene in the affairs of Eastern European nations.  Gorbachev was thus explicitly repudiating the Brezhnev Doctrine.

November 9.  The German democratic Republic opened the Berlin Wall.  This step allowed thousands of East Germans to travel freely to West Germany.

December 2-3.  President Bush and Gorbachev met for a summit meeting on the island of Malta.

December 27.  The communist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife were executed after being found guilt of “crimes against the Romanian people and Romania.”

December 29.  President Bush sent a message of congratulation to Vaclav Havel on his election as president of Czechoslovakia.  Havel had previously been jailed by the communists for his human-rights activities.

1990

February 7.  President Bush, in a speech, said that the Cold War was coming to an end, and its end was a vindication of the strategy of containment.

February 7.  Gorbachev proposed and the Central Committee of the Communist party accepted the notion of ending the communist monopoly of power and permit other parties to compete for office.

February 13.  France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States, along with the German Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany, agreed to a framework for negotiations that would lead to the unification of Germany.

May 31.  Gorbachev arrived in Washington for a summit meeting with President Bush.

August 2.  The United Nations security Council passed a resolution, supported by both superpowers, condemning Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.

September 9.  President Bush and Gorbachev met in Helsinki, Finland to discuss the crisis in the Middle East.

September 12.  France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States, and East and west Germany signed an agreement ending Allied occupation rights.  Germany was united and full sovereignty restored.

December 20.  Soviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze resigned, warning of the possibility of a coup d’état in the Soviet Union to oust Gorbachev and the reformers.

1991

January.  Soviet military forces undertake a violent crackdown to maintain control in Lithuania.  The United States condemns the Soviet action. 

July-August.  President Bush attended a summit in Moscow, and he then went on to Kiev, where he spoke to the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

July 31.  U.S. and Russia sign the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START I), cutting their long-range nuclear forces from a Cold War high of between 11,000 and 12,000 warheads to between 6,000 and 7,000 for each side.

August.  Opponents of Gorbachev’s reforms stage a coup, which subsequently failed.

September 6.  The Soviet Union recognized the independence of the three Baltic Republics.

September 27.  President Bush, in an address to the American people, announced that the United States would eliminate all tactical nuclear weapons in Europe and Asia, and an end to the twenty-four-hour alerts for American bombers.

December 8.  A New Commonwealth.  The leaders of Russia, Ukraine, and Belorussia established the Commonwealth of Independent States, effectively abolishing the Soviet Union.

December 25.  President Bush, in an address to the American people, said the end of the Soviet Union was a “victory for democracy and freedom.”  In a statement, the President praised Gorbachev “for his intellect, vision, and courage.”

( This chronology draws extensively upon the work of Kenneth L. Hill, Cold War Chronology: Soviet-American Relations, 1945-1991 (Washington D.C.: Congressional Quarterly, 1993).  (E183.8.S65H55)





