LIMITED WAR IN A REVOLUTIONARY SETTING: VIETNAM
counterinsurgency  A type of warfare which seeks to neutralize insurgencies by employing some of the same tactics in reverse.  In particular, counterinsurgency seeks to separate the guerrilla from the local population through both political and military means.  Counterinsurgency doctrine recognizes that political, economic, and social reforms are the foundation of an effective military strategy.

crossover point  The condition where casualties inflicted on the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese regulars exceeded their ability to provide replacement for losses.  Reaching and exceeding the crossover point became a central focus of U.S. military strategy under General William C. Westmoreland.

domino theory  An analogy to the way a row of dominoes falls sequentially until none remain standing.  At a press conference on 7 April 1954, President Eisenhower used the analogy to describe the situation in Southeast Asia.  Eisenhower feared that China and North Korea could be just the beginning; more dominoes, such as Indochina, Burma, Thailand, Malaya and Indonesia were at risk to fall to communism if preventive measures were not taken.

foco theory  A concept developed by the Cuban revolutionary leaders Castro and Guevara.  The basis of the idea is that it is not necessary to wait until the objective conditions are right before commencing an insurgency.  Foco theory argues that a small group of armed insurgents can act as the focal point for discontents and thereby create the conditions for opposition.  Guevara's subsequent campaign in Bolivia failed to substantiate the theory and its successful application remains unique to the Cuban revolution.

general strike  A refusal to work by all the workers in an area or nation, intended to display unity, and sometimes used to oppose or destroy state power.

Great Society   A policy statement issued by President Johnson on 22 May 1964 to the effect that he would use all the wealth and all the human and material resources of the nation for the purpose of improving the living standard of every American.

insurgency  An armed insurrection or rebellion against the established system of government in a state.

Nixon Doctrine  President Nixon stated in July 1969 that the U.S. would continue to maintain all existing treaty commitments, provide a nuclear shield for allies whose survival were important to U.S. interests, but in non-nuclear situations, the U.S. would "look to the nations directly threatened to assume the primary responsibility of providing the manpower for its defense."  The U.S. would provide economic and hardware assistance, air and sea support, but refrain for committing U.S. ground troops to action.

revolutionary war  A war unleashed by a revolutionary group to overthrow the existing social or political order.  Revolutionaries often begin their struggle by using unconventional methods of warfare.

surtax  An additional or extra tax on something already taxed.  In the summer of 1967, President Johnson asked for a 10% surtax to meet the fiscal demands of Great Society programs and the cost of the war in Vietnam.

Viet-Minh  Shorthand for "the league of independence," a group founded by Ho Chi Minh in 1941 for the purpose of combating the Japanese invaders, and later, the French forces in Indochina.

wars of national liberation  The anti-Western, anti-colonial and anti-imperial elements of this doctrine were first elaborated by Khrushchev in 1961 and contributed to the perception of U.S. policy makers that Moscow played an important role in encouraging and supporting Communist insurgencies in the Third World.
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